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Matt Lein
City Clerk; Jesse Dickson; rharris@mhslaw.com
RE: Warren Dressen land use vs Zoning Nonconformance
Warren D Land Use Vs Zoning Nonconformance March 2020B.pptx

Mayor Matt,
Thank you for your response.
I wish to reply by bullet point below; because your response did not provide any direct answers to the
questions I raised.
1) In performing your role as Mayor of Cologne, my expectation is that you would have acknowledged that
Warren Dressen has been and continues to openly violate City (and County) Zoning Ordinances. My
expectation too, is that your Administration would enforce the City Zoning Ordinance as previous
Mayors and their staff have done.
 The attached MS.ppt I sent to you clearly indicates nonconformance of 218 Co Rd 36 to the
Zoning Ordinance, I can only surmise that Warren is your neighbor and acknowledgement
makes you uncomfortable.
 Your comment that “no permit needed” to remove a cement floor and pour a new cement floor is
questionable. Last year, I had to pull a building permit to replace a 30 year old garage heater. I
have to believe a building permit is required for major renovation, such a replacing an entire
cement floor in a building. I sense a definite conflict of interest here; no building permit
required?
2) Warren Dressen’s use of his parcel (218 Co Rd 36) has been in nonconformance since 2002.
 The City of Cologne originally cleaned this parcel up in 1996; billing the property owner for the
work performed. This parcel was subsequently used as a private residence from 1996 thru
2001; until Warren bought it.
3) Under current use by Warren and intended use by Derrick Jensen; the 218 Co Rd 36 parcel will
continue to be used in violation of both City of Cologne and Carver County Zoning Ordinances.
 The 218 Co Rd 36 is zoned Retail and Other Commercial. There are no provisions


allowing outside storage under C1, C2, nor C3.
There are no provisions allowing outside storage under Carver County Chapter 152
Zoning Code, specifically 152.032, 152.040, 152.074, and 152.079.

4) For Derrick Jensen’s pending project at the 218 Co Rd 36 (and 210 Co Rd 36) parcels there are

numerous City and Carver County zoning requirements to be negotiated and approved before
any for Conditional Use Permit(s) can be issued.
 For your information, Carver County, the City of Cologne (Resource Strategies Corp)
attempted to work with Warren Dressen to help him obtain a Conditional Use Permit in
2003, but he repeatedly refused to cooperate. Hence, over the years Warren instead has
chosen to steadily turn the 218 Co Rd 36 parcel into the eyesore it is today.
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Matt, I am still seeking to understand why the City of Cologne continues to allow Warren Dressen to
lease or extend non-conforming use to a 3rd Party on the 218 Co Rd 36 parcel as an Auto Salvage
Yard, Outdoor Storage, and Contractors Yard? The land use for this parcel is clearly not zoned for
any of the aforementioned uses.
I am available today for a phone conversation about the trajectory of activities on both of the Dressen
parcels.
 At present, I am giving serious consideration to escalate this matter to the County level,
if I am not satisfied with the outcome of our phone conversation today.
Regards,

Bernie Shambour
Bernie Shambour | Cell 952-221-9727 | Home 952-466-5928 | bshamb@embarqmail.com

Attitude is everything. If we think we can do it, we will. If we think we can't we most certainly won't.

From: Matt Lein <m.lein@colognemn.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2020 3:56 PM
To: bshamb@embarqmail.com; City Clerk <Michellem@colognemn.com>; Matt Lein <m.lein@colognemn.com>
Cc: Jesse Dickson <jessed@colognemn.com>
Subject: RE: Warren Dressen land use vs Zoning Nonconformance
Thank for your email Bernie. Just to clear up a bit, the Jensen's are looking to purchase both of Warren's
properties. There is nothing in writing as of yet on a purchase agreement. He may lease part of the space back to
Warren for the short term once they work out a purchase agreement.
That being said, there is currently no lease agreement from Warren to the Jensen's on the property. The Jensens are
looking to operate their cement business from that location, not store equipment.
There is no permit needed to repair or repour the concrete inside the garage. There is a proposed future plan for the
property coming to the planning commission in the future on a new building for both properties which does not include
the 2 existing buildings.
The City is looking into what permits are needed if any to do concrete work outside the current garage as his short term
plans include. We will also be talking with the Jensen's about installing a fence along the residential properties. But this
would be a good will jesture if he does as he is not currently the owner. His long term plan includes a fence.
If you have more questions or need more clarification, please let me know. We are working closely with the Jensen's to
help them with a plan for cleaning up those properties and get the required plans to the Planning Commission.
Matt Lein
Mayor ‐ City of Cologne

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note10+.

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Original message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
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From: bshamb@embarqmail.com
Date: 4/8/20 2:32 PM (GMT‐06:00)
To: City Clerk <Michellem@colognemn.com>, Matt Lein <m.lein@colognemn.com>
Cc: Jesse Dickson <jessed@colognemn.com>, bshamb@embarqmail.com
Subject: Warren Dressen land use vs Zoning Nonconformance

Dear Cologne Mayor and City Administrator,
Please review the simple MS.ppt file (attached).
I am seeking to understand why the City continues to allow Warren Dressen to lease the lot adjacent
to my property as an Auto Salvage Yard, Outdoor Storage, and Contractors Yard. The land use for
this parcel is clearly not zoned for any of the aforementioned uses.
The property south of my residence is zoned Retail and Other Commercial. There are no
provisions allowing outside storage under C1, C2, nor C3.
At present, Warren has just leased this parcel to yet another Contractor.
My wife, Karen met with Warren in person on March 30th. She learned that this contractor is in
trouble with the City Of NYA, due to storing equipment outside his home in a residential area. So, I
have to surmise that this contractor has begun leasing this parcel from Warren. His intent appears to
be to store his equipment in Cologne on C-1 Commercial District property that is contiguous with
residential properties; a clear violation of the City’s Zoning Ordinance.
Last week this Contractor tore the floor out of the garage residing on the property. (Was a building
permit issued for this work?).
I look forward to a formal response from the City yet this week.

Bernie Shambour
Bernie Shambour | Cell 952-221-9727 | Home 952-466-5928 | bshamb@embarqmail.com

Attitude is everything. If we think we can do it, we will. If we think we can't we most certainly won't.
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