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Glad Days 2015 will feature
Old West Society, music groups
Glad Days 2015 takes a step back in
time July 23-25. This year the Old West
Society will transport us back in time
to the 1800s featuring the Robbery of
the Wells Fargo shipment and good old
fashion shoot outs.
Meet Annie Oakley and Calamity
Jane, Billy the Kid and Wyatt Earp. Mingle with cattlemen, lawmen and townspeople and watch cowboys and cowgirls
twirl ropes and guns, crack whips, watch
and learn about range cooking and
chuck wagon fare and more.
Shows will be all day Saturday but
start looking for a little of the Wild West
to start invading our small town as early
as Thursday. They really become part
of the scenery throughout the whole
weekend.
The Glad Days committee has been
working very hard to add new entertainment this year and make some changes
that keep people coming back all weekend. This year we have two great bands

The Old West Society will perform
western-themed shows during the
Glad Days celebration.
entertaining the crowds. Up South will
be performing Friday night and In the
Fields will be Saturday night’s crowd
pleaser.
When Glad Days was started, there
were two separate types of days: Kid Fest
on Friday and Family Day on Saturday,
with the big band on Saturday night. We
are now starting to blend this all into a

great three-day festival that includes
activities for all ages on each of the
three days.
Thursday night will kick off the festival with a fabulous Garden Party. This
has been a huge success in the past. We
have so many great local wine, spirit and
beer connoisseurs to highlight in our
area and it is fun to get the community
together to taste them all. Tickets this
year will remain at only $10. Our Garden
party is also a great way to highlight
the reason for Glad Days — the flowers.
We will be revealing the winners of the
GLAD YOU’RE MY NEIGHBOR contest
and also the winners of the Gladiolus and
cut flower contest.
Our young buckaroos will still have
everything that Kid Fest has had to offer
in the past including parades, games,
bounce houses and movie at dusk. But
this go around we are adding things
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Firehouse Drive-in: an evening of memories
come to the Firehouse Drive-In. On both
Friday and Saturday, kids will be able
to enjoy a pony ride or the very popular
fire truck rides. In addition, there will be
bounce houses and a playground to use.
A fire department function would not
be complete without the smoke house,
offering kids an education on home fires
and what to do in case of an emergency.
These activities will be free for all the
kids attending. On Saturday, there will be
a bean bag tournament starting at 5 p.m.
Teams can register early by downloading
the form at www.firehousedrivein.com or
register the day of the event. There will
be prizes awarded to the top teams in the
Firehouse Drive-in to 3 

Splashpad to 3 
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to entertain the young and
young at heart. Friday
will feature: “Planes – Fire
and Rescue” and “Ferris
Bueller’s Day Off.” The
Saturday lineup includes: “Big Hero 6”
followed by “Back to the Future.”
“We continue to work to offer different movie options each year and hope
that these more recent movies will be
of great interest to the audience,” stated
Chuck Joos, Chief of the Cologne Fire
Department. In addition to the movies,
the audience will be treated to an eight to
10 minute fireworks show both evenings
between the first and second movie.
The movies and fireworks are just the
beginning of what you can do when you

Mayor Scott Williams and the
City Council approved the purchase
of equipment and installation of a
Splashpad that is to be installed and
ready to use this summer.
The Splashpad will be in City
Square Park, right in the heart of
Cologne. With different areas of the
Splashpad designed to accommodate
people young and old, it will be an
ideal spot to gather with friends and
family to cool off on hot days. The
convenient location, just up the hill
from Fritz Field, will make it easy to
enjoy a full day of watching baseball
and playing at the Splashpad.
There will be several different,
colorful attachments that will spray
water in all directions. With the ability to interchange the attachments,
each summer could hold different
possibilities for Cologne’s Splashpad.

POSTAL CUSTOMER

The Firehouse Drive-In
continues to grow each
year and this year is no
exception. Organized and
put on by the Cologne Fire
Department Relief Association as an annual summer fundraiser, the event offers
everyone an evening or two of experiencing movies the old fashion way: in your
car, under the stars and on a really big
screen. Movies will be shown on a large
50' wide x 30' high movie screen at Village
Park in Cologne. This is a real drive-in
theatre where you drive your vehicle to
your spot to watch the movie. The event
will take place on Friday evening, Aug.
14, and Saturday evening, Aug. 15.
The movie lineup for this year is sure

Splashpad coming
to City Square Park
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Seasonal
Reminders
City Ordinances
The City of Cologne reminds
residents of the following
ordinances:
Summer mowing — Do not
mow grass clippings into the
street or dump into empty
lots. Brush and compost can
be deposited at the City
compost and brush piles on
Louis Street, just past the
fire station and public works
shop. No plastic bags or other
dumping of any kind allowed
at City compost and brush
sites.
Summer watering — The
City follows Odd/Even lawn
watering (Odd number house
numbers can water on odd
number days, even number
house numbers can water
on even number days). All
watering is prohibited from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.
Summer
Wastewater Rates
The summer wastewater rates
are in effect May-October. The
summer wastewater rates are
based on the average water
usage for November through
April. In November through
April, wastewater rates are
billed on actual water usage.
Sanitary Sewer Alert
Do not dispose of baby wipes,
hand wipes or cleaning
cloths into the sanitary
sewer system. This costs city
residents tens of thousands of
dollars a year in maintenance
costs.

Water main looping
project complete
The water main looping project
is now complete. After tearing
up the old water main line that
ran adjacent to Highway 36
and connected with the main
lines heading north up Highway
284, we have a brand new,
larger line. This will help to
clean up the water that would
previously sit in the end of the
line collecting deposits and
odor. This now completes a
continuous loop for the water
main lines in Cologne, which
means we will be able to fill
both water towers. An added
benefit to this project, besides
the quality of drinking water, is
the added fire protection that
is provided by having a second
line feeding water to the south
side of Cologne.
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Cologne Fitness Center upgrades equipment
The Cologne Fitness Center was opened in
December 2006 and has been utilized by more
than 1,200 members to date.
The fitness center was furnished with
brand new equipment at that time, and that
equipment has been maintained on a regular
basis. However, after eight-plus years of use,
the treadmills were showing significant wear
and tear, prompting the city council to approve
the purchase of three new treadmills.
The new treadmills were delivered on
May 27 and have been very popular with our
members. In addition to the new treadmills,
one of the existing treadmills was kept in the
room, increasing the quantity of treadmills
from three to four to better accommodate the
needs of our members.
Membership to the fitness center is both

Three new treadmills have been purchased
for Cologne Fitness Center.
convenient and reasonable. We offer 24 x 7
access, low rates, insurance reimbursement
and a beautiful facility. For more information,
please stop by city offices or visit www.
colognemn.com.

Gymnasium, learning space added to Cologne Academy
This fall, Cologne Academy
will unveil its fifth and final addition. The 33,000 square feet of
new construction will provide
students with over 10,000 square
feet of gymnasium and about
20,000 square feet of academic
learning space. Cologne Academy is a Kindergarten–eighth
grade public school. Cologne
Academy is one of the city’s
largest employers, providing
over 80 positions in house and
several other opportunities for
employment through our bussing provider, Cologne Transportation Services, LLC, food
service, and other educational

GLAD DAYS 2015
 continued from 1

for the whole community. Up
South will be under the tent,
Klein Bank will have a good old
fashion chuck wagon dinner,
and food vendors will be pulling
into town.
Saturday we will be changing
things up with our 5K Flower
Dash. It is our spin on a color run.
To get your T-shirt this year you
must pre-register.
Besides the Old West shows,
we have added a gaming truck

A portion of Cologne Academy’s new construction will be
10,000 square feet of gymnasium space.
partnerships. Cologne Academy extends a warm thank
you to the City for their civic
partnership and invites all
to visit us and share how the

school’s vision aligns with your
family’s educational values. For
more information, visit www.
colog neacademy.org or call
(952) 466-2276.

for the teens and teens at heart.
All the usual events that you
have come to love will return,
just bigger and better. In The
Fields will be entertaining the
crowds on Saturday evening,
playing music for all generations to enjoy.
Glad Days is a great event that
covers three days and two parks.
Attendees can participate in softball, kickball, a 5K run, bounce
houses, pedal pulls, and two
great beer gardens. This is a lot
to cover and we are outgrowing
our volunteer base. We need your

help. Please consider volunteering to work a shift or two to keep
our event running smoothly.
Each volunteer will receive a
T-shirt, but pre-registration is requested so that we are prepared
for you.
We have a great new website
this year that will make finding information, registrations,
and garage sale lists a lot easier
for everyone. Visit us at www.
colognegladdays.com or e-mail
colognegladdays@yahoo.com
with any questions.

Andyman
baseball
tournament
returns for
year two
The City of Cologne, along with
the neighboring
town of Norwood Young America,
will play host to the second Annual Andyman Baseball tournament.
The games will be played June
26, 27 and 28, and will feature
teams from around the state
playing for the chance to compete in the championship game
on Sunday at the Robert G. Fritz
Memorial Field in Cologne.
This tournament was started
after Andy’s teammates played in
the Highway 10 Baseball Classic
in Perham, MN in 2013. The boys
and their families determined
that a similar tournament in
Cologne would be a great idea to
keep the memory of Andy alive
and to share the message about
teen suicide and mental health
affecting teenagers.
In addition to three great days
of baseball, the Andyman Classic
will also be serving a free lunch to
all team members, family, friends
and anyone else in attendance
on Saturday at the Community
Center in Cologne. The lunch will
feature a speaker who will talk
to the players and their families
about suicide and how it has personally affected his life. Others
will be on-site after the program
to talk with attendees if they have
questions.
The money raised at this event
will be given back to local schools
and organizations to assist them
in educating young adults about
suicide prevention and mental
health. If you are interested in
sponsoring the event or helping
out, please contact John Hendel
at jhendel405@gmail.com. Please
join us for a game, an entire day
or the whole weekend of activities.
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Inn Town II
Mohrbacher’s Bar was a popular saloon located on Main Street Cologne in
the 1880s. The saloon, officially called
Mohrbacher Bros. Sample House, was
owned and operated by several generations of the Mohrbacher family.
Throughout the years, the saloon also
housed a barbershop, a jewelry store, a
furniture business, a filling station and
a mechanic shop.
After the building was sold by the
Mohrbacher family, the business was
purchased and operated by the Steve
and Carol Tellers family under the name
CJ’s.
In 1997, Rich and Terri Hardel purchased the bar. At that time, Terri’s
mother and step father were current
owners of a bar named Inn Town, which

was located across the street from the
Mohrbacher bar. Rich and Terri chose
to name their establishment Inn Town II.
Renovations to the building were
started immediately, and included
cosmetic and structural changes. The
majority of the original green paint was
replaced with modern colors and natural
woodwork, the bathrooms were reconstructed, windows were replaced, the
floor was redone, and all the tables were
replaced with modern furniture. The
apartment on top of the building served
as home for the Hardel family, where
Rich and Terri raised three children.
A patio was added to the north side
of the building, and a new outdoor bar
has been constructed on this patio. The
Hardels are looking forward to serving

SPLASHPAD
 continued from 1

Rich and Terri Hardel are the
owners of Inn Town II.
their patrons in this new setting beginning this summer. Inn Town II offers a
full bar menu, including sandwiches,
burgers, appetizers and pizzas. The grill
is open 11 a.m. until 10 p.m. each day. In
addition to the food and beverages, you
can find karaoke every other Friday
night, and Rich and Terri are planning
to add some additional entertainment
options on their new patio.

City welcomes new employees
Mark Eggers
The City is excited to welcome Mark
Eggers to the Public Works staff. Eggers,
who joined the staff this spring, will assist the current public works employees
in maintaining the parks, city streets,
water and waste water facilities, and
all other responsibilities necessary to
keep the city functioning. Mark brings
a range of experience in agriculture,
mechanics and customer service and
will be primarily working with lawn
care, chemical application, servicing
of equipment and assisting at the waste
water and water facilities.
Mark and his wife Dawn live south of
Cologne with their children: Zachary,
Nicholas, Brittney, Brianna, Amanda
and Andrew. In his spare time, Mark
enjoys spending time with his family,
farming, umping baseball games, performing in daddy/daughter dances and
camping.
Jesse Dickson
On March 30, the City of Cologne welcomed a new City Administrator to the
staff. Jesse Dickson, a native of La Crescent, MN, is eager to serve the residents
and businesses of Cologne in his new role
as administrator. Dickson graduated from

SHY_A_01_2015_06_19.indd A3

The water effects will be on a timer operated
by a simple button press, making it easy to
use. Sure to be a focal point for community,
the Splashpad will draw people in from all
over Carver County and be a point of pride
for Cologne for years to come.
For updates on the opening of the Splashpad, contact City offices at (952) 466-2064,
visit the website at colognemn.com, or
check out the Facebook page at “Cologne
City Hall.”

FIREHOUSE DRIVEIN
 continued from 1

bracket. A registration fee of $10 per team
is required. The gates will open at 6 p.m.
on Friday and 5 p.m. on Saturday, with
kid activities starting around 6 p.m. both
evenings. The concession stand promises
to offer all the goodies deserving of a drivein. Come check out all the great treats.
Make sure to show up early and bring lawn
chairs, blankets, radios (to listen to the
movie if you are outside your car), gloves,
footballs and other outdoor toys.
Parking passes are required and will be
available later this summer. For additional
information on the Firehouse Drive-In,
please visit www.firehousedrivein.com.

Calendar of Events
July 23-25 – Glad Days
July 23-25 - City wide garage sales
July 23–25 – Rummage sale at
St. Bernard’s

Mark Eggers

Jesse Dickson

Winona State University in 2013 with a
bachelor’s degree in political science and
government and a minor in public administration. After graduation, Jesse served
as a business consultant with First Choice
Merchant Services in LaCrosse, WI, prior
to applying for the position with the City
of Cologne. His college education and past
experience working with the City of La
Crescent led him to pursue the administrator position in Cologne, an opportunity
he is eager to fulfill.
In his first few months, Jesse is working
on the final stages of projects that were in
progress when he joined the city, including the water main project, the Splashpad,
fitness center equipment upgrades and

the annual city audit. He looks forward
to coming up with new ideas for the city,
building strong relationships with the current residents and businesses, and becoming an active member of the community,
most recently becoming a member of the
Cologne Lions Club.
In his spare time, Jesse enjoys deer
hunting, playing bean bags and hockey.
He is an avid hockey player, has coached
several youth hockey teams, and is a Minnesota Wild fan.
Jesse looks forward to meeting members of the community and invites
residents and the business community
to contact him either by calling him or
stopping in at City Hall.

August 10-13 – Zion Cologne Vacation Bible
School, Camp Discovery, 6–8 p.m.
August 14-15 – Firehouse Drive In
Friday, August 14 - Gates Open at 6 p.m.
Movies playing:
Planes – Fire and Rescue
Ferris Bueller’s Day Off
Saturday, August 15 – Gates Open at
5 p.m. Movies playing:
Big Hero 6
Back to the Future
August 15 – Spruce up Day and Grand
Opening of New Addition – Cologne
Academy
August 18 – Kindergarten Open House
5:30 p.m./New Family Orientation
6:30 p.m. – Cologne Academy
August 31 – First Day of School –
Cologne Academy
Date to be determined – Open House/
Ribbon Cutting of the new Splashpad.
Stay tuned for event details.
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Don’t blow it:

Local Parks Program
Parks Program

D o not blow you r g ra ss
clippings onto city streets. Grass
left on the street blows into
the gutters with the wind and
passing traffic, and can end up
in storm water drainage inlets.
When it rains, the grass clippings
can flow and clog storm drains
and cause localized flooding.
The grass can also flow through
the drainage system directly
into bodies of water, where it
decomposes.
Grass clippings contribute
nutrients such as nitrogen and
phosphorous, which c ause
unwanted and uncontrolled
growth of algae and aquatic
weeds in the waterways. The
city needs to control the levels
with extra chemicals, costing
taxpayers more money. Increased

The local parks program, offered by District 108 Community
Education, will be held at Lions Park in Cologne the last week
in July. If you are a resident of Cologne, the program is free.
Otherwise the cost is $10. Youth will participate in crafts,
neighborhood games, learn about different cultures, work on ball
skills, soccer and much, much more.
Preschool Program – Children 4-5 years old
Tuesday-Thursday, July 28-30

9–11 a.m.

School Age Program - Children 5-10 years old
Monday-Thursday, July 27-30

9-11 a.m.

To register, contact District 108/Norwood Young America
Community Education at (952) 467-7390. Registration is due by
July 20.

Cologne acquires new Kubota ATV
This spring, the City acquired a new Kubota ATV.
This vehicle replaces an old Polaris, which was
over 12 years old and in need of major repairs.
The Kubota is a great asset for use in the parks
and streets departments. Employees are able to
haul the push mower and weed whip from park
to park, as well as haul garbage, drag ball fields,
clean catch basins when it is raining, and many
other functions within the street and parks departments.

Cologne Leos
Reading in the Park
10 a.m. Tuesdays
Children will do crafts, listen to a book
being read aloud, and have a small
snack.
Book themes are as follows: June
9 — Summer Vacation; June 16 —
Camping; June 23 — Pirates; June
30 — Fourth of July; July 7 — Teeth;
July 14 — Trip to the Beach; July 21 —
Western; Aug. 4 — Caterpillars; Aug.
11 — LEO; Aug. 18 — Ice Cream. Follow
the Leos on Facebook. Note: Questions or concerns about food
allergies or snack list requests can be directed to Leo Jordon at
jordonknutson@gmail.com.

City of Cologne
1211 Village Parkway, P.O. Box 120, Cologne, MN 55322
Web site: www.colognemn.com

Contact Us
City Hall/Fitness Center/Community Center .......(952) 466-2064
City Administrator .............................................. Jesse Dickson
Deputy Clerk ............................................................ Sue Mueller
Event Coordinator..................................................Brenda Good
Utility Billing Clerk ....................................................... Lori Kasel
Public Works .............. Jeff Wildung, Damon Klein, Mark Eggers
Emergency/after-hours
public works pager..............................................(612) 579-7054
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Rake it and recycle it to keep our water clean

other plants from growing. When
it dies and decays, it also takes
much needed oxygen away from
fish, which can lead to fish kill.
It i s a v iol at ion of cit y
ordinances to blow your grass
c l ippi n g s i nt o t he s t r e e t .
Dumping grass clippings on
Grass clippings blown
vacant property is also against
into the street cause many
city ordinance. Grass clippings
problems, including clogged should be brought to the city
storm drains, localized
compost site.
flooding, and increased
The city compost site is located
chemical applications to
on Louis Street, just past the
treat higher phosphorous
public works shop (304 Louis
levels.
Street). The site is open and
available to city residents seven
algae growth is observed as days a week, 24 hours a day.
green algae blooms or “scums” Residents are allowed to drop
on lakes and ponds. Too much off grass clippings, small brush,
algae is harmful to a lake system, leaves and garden vegetation.
blocking sunlight and preventing Please, no plastic bags or garbage.

Cologne Hollanders

Kurious Kids
Preschool
It’s where kids go to
become Super Friends!
Central Schools now enrolling
at the Cologne and NYA site
for the 2015-16 school year.

Ages 3-5

Mark your calendar to see the remaining
games of the Cologne Hollanders season.
Sunday, June 14 .............. at Young America ............2 p.m.
Wednesday, June 17 ......... at Brownton .............. 7:30 p.m.
Friday, June 19 ............... vs. Belle Plaine........... 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, June 21 .............. at Green Isle .................6 p.m.
Wednesday, July 1 ........... vs. Plato ................... 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, July 2 .............. vs. Glencoe ............... 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, July 7 ............... vs. Mayer.................. 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, July 11 ............. at Hamburg ...................2 p.m.

Call District 108
Community Education

Sunday, July 12 .............. at Mayer.......................2 p.m.

952-467-7390

Sunday, July 19 ............... vs. Green Isle.................2 p.m.

Friday, July 17 ................ vs. St. Boni ............... 7:30 p.m.
Friday, July 24 ................ at Le Sueur ............... 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, July 26 ............... at Norwood ...................2 p.m.

Cologne City Council
Mayor Scott Williams
Don Meyer
Carol Szaroletta
Jeff McInnis
Kyle Evenski
The City Council meets on the 1st and 3rd Mondays
at 7 p.m.
Planning Commission
Sherri Melligen
Pete Mitchell
David Reif
Open Planning Commission Position
Carol Szaroletta (Council Rep)
The Planning Commission meets on the 1st Monday
at 6 p.m.

Park and Recreation Board
Craig Pexa
Scott Rynerson
Betsy Pysick

Nicole Evenski
Mark Willems

District #108 Community Education
531 Morse Street, Norwood Young America, MN 55368
Phone: (952) 467-7390
Web site: www.dist108ce.org

Cologne Community Center - (952) 466-2064
Graduation parties, wedding receptions, showers, anniversary parties, birthday parties and other social events.
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