COLOGNE

Mireneesota
City Council Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, February 17, 2026 7:00 PM
Cologne Community Center, 1211 Village Parkway

Vision Statement
The City of Cologne is a vibrant small town that respects its heritage, embraces
its future and offers a high quality of life for all who live, work and visit our
community.

Mayor: Matt Lein
Councilmember:  Sarah Bruss
Councilmember: Jeri Bowers
Councilmember:  Selmer Olson
Councilmember:  Carol Szaroletta

NOTE: AGENDA ITEMS ARE APPROXIMATE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE ACCORDING TO LENGTH OF DISCUSSION. TO
ENSURE THAT YOU ARE PRESENT FOR ITEMS OF INTEREST, PLEASE ARRIVE AT 7:00 PM.

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER & ROLL CALL

Mayor Lein called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Councilmembers Bowers, Bruss,
Olson and Szaroletta were present. Also present was City Administrator Michelle

Morrison.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
3. ADOPT AGENDA

Motion by Councilmember Bruss to adopt the agenda as presented, second by
Councilmember Bowers. Motion carried unanimously.

4. VISITOR’S PRESENTATIONS, PETITIONS, CORRESPONDENCE



5. ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA
Items listed below are considered routine and non-controversial by the Council. There will
be no separate discussion of these items unless requested by a Councilmember, Staff or
Citizen. If removed, the item will be discussed at the end of the regular agenda.

a. February 2, 2026 City Council Minutes

b. Accounts Payable from February 3rd, 2026

c. February 10th, 2026 Payroll Summary

d. Temporary Liquor License Cologne Fire Relief Steak Fry

After discussion, Councilmember Szaroletta made a motion to adopt the consent
agenda, second by Councilmember Bruss. Motion carried unanimously.

6. NEW COUNCIL BUSINESS
a. CFD Probationary Fire Fighter Pinning Ceremony

Fire Chief Chad Vos highlighted the training that occurs in the first two years as a
probationary officer including over 175 hours of fire training and 50-100 hours of
medical training. The Chief acknowledged and thanked the families of the firefighters
who are important in supporting their firefighter as they make the sacrifices and
commitment to the job.

Motion by Councilmember Bruss to upgrade Justin Fabel, Cory Herrmann and Andrew
Martinkek from probationary to firefighter status, second by Councilmember Bowers.
Motion carried unanimously.

b. Heat Pump Community Center

Administrator Morrison reviewed her memo to the council covering the quote to replace
the heat pump that serves the fitness center, and that there are 5 additional heat pumps
in the community center that are all original to the construction of the building in 2006.
The expense is not in the 2026 budget, and the recommendation is to pay for the heat
pump from the Capital Improvement Fund. After discussion, Councilmember Olson
made a motion to accept the bid for $18,721 from Gilbert Mechanical to replace the heat
pump and use the Capital Improvement Fund for the expense, adding the remaining 5
units to the Capital Improvement Plan, second by Councilmember Szaroletta. Motion
carried unanimously.

c. Phosphorus Monitoring Quote

Administrator Morrison reviewed with the Councilmembers the discussions that
occurred at the February 2" Council meeting around a phosphorus monitoring system
for the wastewater treatment facility including the facts that there are enough ERU’s
currently available to allow permitting of all lots platted currently, that the turnaround
time to purchase and install the system is approximately three to four months and could
increase the available ERU's by 100 or more, and that the expense for the system was



not in the budget for 2026. Jake Saulsbury then reviewed the Quote for the system that
he had received and covered options the Council could take.

After discussion Councilmember Bruss made a motion to table the purchase of the
phosphorus monitoring system, second by Councilmember Bowers. Motion carried
unanimously.
7. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS
a. Administrator Update
b. Mayor / Council / Committees Reports
i. COB Newsletter

Councilmembers Bruss and Olson updated the Council on the meeting they had with
COB members Lona Hendricks and Jayson Read. The plan would be to have one more
printed newsletter mailed out to all residents and share ways to stay connected with an
online version on the city website.

c. January Sheriff Report

8. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA
9. ADJOURN

Motion by Councilmember Olson to adjourn at 8:00 PM, second by Councilmember
Bruss. Motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted: Attest:

Michelle Morrison Sarah Bruss

City Administrator/City Clerk Acting Mayor



