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S A V E  T H E  D A T E S  

ANNUAL GLAD DAYS 
CELEBRATION JULY 25-28 
Join community neighbors and enjoy 

“all things Cologne community” at the 

Glad Days festival July 25-28. 

The 23rd annual Glad Days will again 

feature family-friendly fun for all ages – 

including softball, baseball, music, food 

and more. New activities this year are 

“Puzzles & Guzzles” on Thursday,  

July 25 during the evening flower 

contest and a paintball course on 

Friday, July 26 and Saturday, July 27. 

Music during the weekend will feature 

Ladies of the 80's, Larry Olson Band,  

Bill Litzau and a Karaoke contest. The 

fan-favorite tractor cruise on Sunday,  

July 28 will cap off the celebration. 

Details will be posted on 

www.colognegladdays.com and the 

Glad Days Facebook page.  

 

 

 

C I T Y  O F  CO LOG N E  

REMINDERS & UPDATES 
2024 City filing deadline: 

Filing opens in July and will be posted 

at City Hall (on the official bulletin 

board), City website 

www.colognemn.com and in the 

Waconia Patriot.  Seats to be filled: 

Mayor – one seat, 2-year term; 

Council members: three seats. Two 

seats will be for the regular 4-year 

term. One will be for the remainder of 

the seat currently filled by appointee 

Maria Samuelson, a 2-year term 

through Dec. 31, 2026.  

City of Cologne email alerts: 

Receive timely announcements from 

the City of Cologne, including meeting 

notices, office closures and more by 

signing up for email alerts here: 

https://www.colognemn.com/residen

ts/email-alerts/ 

  

  

 

Local members of the Tri-County Chapter of A.B.A.T.E. of 

Minnesota met with Senator Julia Coleman during Minnesota’s 

13th annual Biker Day at the State Capitol on March 13, 2024.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   News & Notes 

   
 
 

  

  - 

 

   

CITY OF COLOGNE PROCLAIMS MAY AS 
MOTORCYCLE SAFETY AND 
AWARENESS MONTH 

 

The City of Cologne joined communities across Minnesota 

in recognizing May as Motorcycle Safey and Awareness 

Month, promoting education and training to improve 

highway safety.  

 

The Tri-County Chapter of A.B.A.T.E. (American Bikers for 

Awareness, Training and Education) of Minnesota serves 

and includes riders from Cologne and neighboring 

communities.                   A.B.A.T.E.  continued on page 2 

 

CO LOG NE  COMMUN I T I E S  
O F  B E L O NG I N G   

COMMUNITY INVITED TO 
‘CREATE A BETTER STORY’ 
The Cologne Communities of 

Belonging team invites community 

members to join a series of 

conversations on how we, the people 

of Cologne, can work together to 

create our own story – where 

everyone feels welcomed, respected, 

safe and that they belong here.  

Cologne Communities of Belonging 

leadership team member Kaarin 

Foede said, “Creating a Better Story is 

designed for community members 

and community leaders to understand 

that we are communicating, living and 

creating our story every day.”  

Conversations continued on page 4 

http://www.colognegladdays.com/
http://www.colognemn.com/
https://www.colognemn.com/residents/email-alerts/
https://www.colognemn.com/residents/email-alerts/
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A.B.A.T.E. continued from page 1 

A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota is a not-for-profit, grassroots 

organization that is committed to educating 

motorcyclists and the public about motorcycling. With 

several thousand members in the state, A.B.A.T.E. seeks 

to promote the positive aspects of motorcycling and 

strives to protect the rights of motorcyclists. 

 

“On behalf of my fellow riders, A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota 

and our Tri-County Chapter, we are very proud and 

appreciative that the City of Cologne supports our goals 

of motorcycle safety and awareness,” said Tri-County 

Chapter President Jon Fernholz, Cologne. “A.B.A.T.E. 

members’ efforts across the state have made 

Minnesota a leader in motorcycle safety.” 

 

According to Fernholz, A.B.A.T.E.’s initiatives also 

include providing education and training for young 

riders. To date, A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota has registered 

and paid $25,500 for 98 youth to take rider training in 

2024 through its Young Riders Scholarship program. For 

more information about A.B.A.T.E. of Minnesota or the 

Tri-County Chapter, visit www.abatemn.org or 

contact Jon Fernholz at 952-649-0581 or via email at 

education@abatemn.org 

 
BOUNTIFUL BASKET TO 
CELEBRATE 1-YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY  
 
FREEWILL BREAKFAST ON JULY 13; ALL INVITED 

Located in the St. Bernard School building (310 

Church Street East), the Bountiful Basket Food 

Shelf will celebrate its one-year anniversary in 

Cologne on July 13, 2024.  

The Cologne Lions Club will help with this 

celebration by hosting a freewill breakfast on 

Saturday, July 13, from 8 a.m. to Noon at  

St. Bernard School. The menu includes pancakes, 

sausage, coffee/juice and pure maple syrup made 

by members of the Cologne Lions Club. Donations 

of cash or non-perishable food products for the 

food shelf will be accepted. 

Bountiful Basket has met an increasing community 

need, growing from 23 shopper visits in its first 

month (July 2023) to now serving up to 65 families 

each week. Through February 2024, the Cologne 

food shelf and its volunteers have distributed 

52,163 pounds of food to shoppers – an average of 

21.58 pounds per shopper. Local businesses have 

also provided rescue food and gas cards to help 

shoppers. Below are two of the many notes of 

gratitude from shoppers: 

“Thank you for meeting a real need for our 

family. Such kindness and decency, I was very 

impressed with your staff, Thank you again.”  

“Your kindness of providing food will help 

get us through a difficult time.” 

 

The local food shelf is open Mondays from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m., Thursdays from 3:30-6:30 p.m., and 

Fridays, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information, visit 

www.bountifulbasketfoodshelf.org/cologne 

 

http://www.abatemn.org/
mailto:education@abatemn.org
http://www.bountifulbasketfoodshelf.org/cologne
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR  

Ongoing: Cards for Seniors, 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 

each month, 1-4 p.m., Cologne Community 

Center 

April 27  Cologne Fire Department Steak Fry, 

Cologne Fire Station, 3-8 p.m. Steak dinner 

with all the fixings. $20 Adults; $10 for kids 

under age 8; $5 hot dog meal 

April 30 Cologne Lions 50th Anniversary 

Celebration, 5:45-8 p.m., Dahlgreen Golf 

Club, Chaska; social, dinner, speaker and 

more.  

May 5 Free ‘Companion planting and natural 

weed and pest control’ garden 

presentation by U of M Master Gardeners, 

2-4 p.m., Cologne Community Center; 

hosted by the Cologne Community Gardens 

May 9 American Red Cross Bloodmobile, 1-7 p.m., 

Cologne Community Center. Call Karen 

Shambour at 952-466-5928 for details. 

May 9 Community Conversations, ‘Shifting the 

Culture,’ 6-8 p.m., Cologne Community 

Center  

May 31 Cologne Hollanders game and fireworks, 

7:30 p.m., Fritz Memorial Field 

June 14 Cologne Hollanders ‘Fill the Hill,’ 7:30 p.m., 

Fritz Memorial Field 

June 21  Paradise Beach Bash, 3-10:30 p.m. 

 Lake Waconia Regional Park; free kids 

dance, live music, games & more. $10 fee 

for additional activities. For details, click  

on the QR code or link below. 

  DestinationWaconia.org/beach 

July 7 Cologne Hollanders Kids’ Day,  

2 p.m., Fritz Memorial Field 

July 21 Cologne Hollanders Fan Appreciation,  

2 p.m., Fritz Memorial Field 

July 25-28 Cologne Glad Days Celebration 

July 26-27 Lions Softball Tournament, Lions Park 

Aug. 1 National Night Out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Public Schools:  

June 11 Safe Kids 101, 11:15 a.m.-1:15 p.m., Central 

Elementary Media Center, grades 2-6; $40 

Multiple dates Kidcreate Studio and KidScientific sessions 

Visit isd108.ce.eleyo.com for details.  

Cologne Academy Events:  
May 21  8th Grade Graduation, 6:30 p.m. 

Aug. 5   Cologne Academy Golf Classic,  

Dahlgreen Golf Club, Chaska; register at 

https://www.32auctions.com/CAgolfclassic

2024 

Aug. 26  First Day of School 

Zion Lutheran School Event: 

May 5 Zion Education League Silent Auction, 

 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; Zion Lutheran 

School, 14735 County Rd. 152, Cologne; 

donuts/coffee (8:30-9:30 a.m.) freewill 

donation), silent auction, food trucks, 

carnival games for kids, live auction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.destinationwaconia.org/events/chamber-hosted-community-events/paradise-beach-bash/
https://cologneacademyorg.finalsite.com/students-families/pave/ca-golf-classic
https://www.32auctions.com/CAgolfclassic2024
https://www.32auctions.com/CAgolfclassic2024
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GARDEN PLOTS, PLANTERS 
AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

The Louis Street Gardens  

continue to develop – adding  

permanent water spigots and  

an accessible path from the  

road – allowing residents to  

rent in-ground plots or raised  

planters this season. Priority for 

planters is given to those with mobility challenges. 

In-ground plots (10ft.x15ft.) are available for $25; 

raised planters are $10 on a first come, first served 

basis. Contact Community Garden Coordinator, 

Lona Hendricks at 952-567-4561 or via email at 

lona.j.hendricks@gmail.com Thank you to Don 

Wickenhauser and Wickenhauser Excavating, 

Cologne, for their supply and equipment donations 

and installation services. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1211 Village Parkway 

PO Box 120, Cologne, MN 55322 

 

 

 

 
 

Leadership Team 

Stephanie Baughman, slbaughman@me.com  

Diane Davis, ddavis@co.carver.mn.us 

Kaarin Foede, kaarinfoede@gmail.com 

Lona Hendricks, lona.j.hendricks@gmail.com 

Doug Jost, djjost1@msn.com 

Patrick Stieg, pstieg@co.carver.mn.us 

Interested in joining or learning more about the Cologne 

Communities of Belonging?  

Email colognecommunitiesofbelonging@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Cologne 
1211 Village Parkway, PO Box 120, Cologne, MN 55322  
Phone: 952-466-2064 
Emergency/after-hours public works: 952-466-5601 and  
leave a voice mail message. 
Email: info@colognemn.com 
Website: www.colognemn.com 
City Office is open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday-Friday  
City Hall holiday closures –Monday, May 27 (Memorial Day),  
Wednesday, June 19 (Juneteenth), Thursday, July 4  
(Independence Day) 
  
City Administrator/Clerk: Michelle Morrison 
Utility Billing Clerk: Jenna McInnis 
Cologne City Council: Mayor Matt Lein, Sarah Bruss,  
Maria Samuelson (NEW), Carol Szaroletta, Nathan Kells 
The City Council meets on the 1st and 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m.  
Citizens are welcome to attend meetings and learn about  
City Council work. 
Planning Commission meets on the 1st Wednesday, 6 p.m.  

Conversations continued from page 1 
The series, “Creating a Better Story,” is presented 

by the YMCA of the North United Health Group’s 

Equity Innovation Center of Excellence. During                  

these conversations, “We analyze our community 
story, review history to understand the current 
context of culture and learn how we perceive our 
story through mental models,” Foede added. 
“Together, we are exploring how we can tell a 
better story – a future story that improves trust  
and safety for all and builds bridges so everyone 
feels welcome.”     
    
Two virtual conversations were held in April; the 
series will end with the “Shifting the Culture” 
discussion on Thursday, May 9, 6-8 p.m., at the 
Cologne Community Center. No registration is 
required; all are welcome. 
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