
 

City Council Meeting Agenda 
Monday, May 3, 2021  7:00 PM 

Cologne Community Center, 1211 Village Parkway 

VIRTUAL MEETING URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4240249600 

To access the meeting through your telephone, dial (312) 626-6799 and enter 
meeting ID #424 0249 600 

Vision Statement 
The City of Cologne is a vibrant small town that respects its heritage, embraces 

its future and offers a high quality of life for all who live, work and visit our 
community. 

                      Mayor:    Matt Lein 
          Councilmember:     Carol Szaroletta 
          Councilmember:     Sarah Bruss 
          Councilmember:     Rachel Lenzen 
          Councilmember:     Nathan Kells 

 
NOTE: AGENDA ITEMS ARE APPROXIMATE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE ACCORDING TO LENGTH OF DISCUSSION. TO 
ENSURE THAT YOU ARE PRESENT FOR ITEMS OF INTEREST, PLEASE ARRIVE AT 7:00 PM. 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 
2. ADOPT AGENDA 
3. VISITOR’S PRESENTATIONS, PETITIONS, CORRESPONDENCE 

a. Don Smith, Benton Lake Conservancy 
4.  ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA 

Items listed below are considered routine and non-controversial by the Council. There will 
be no separate discussion of these items unless requested by a Councilmember, Staff or 
Citizen. If removed, the item will be discussed at the end of the regular agenda. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4240249600


a. April 19, 2021 City Council Minutes 
b. May 3, 2021 Check Summary Register 
c. April 27, 2021 Payroll Summary 
d. Q1 Cologne Fire Department Payroll 
e. Cologne House Cafe Annual Liquor License Renewal 
f. Cologne Hollander’s 3.2% Application 
g. Hildi Consulting Contract 2020-2021 

 
5. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

a. Annual mill & overlay project quotes 
i. Wm Mueller & Sons Quote 

ii. GMH Asphalt Quote 
b. Highway 284 Retaining Wall Financing Estimate 
c. Bernie Shambour 218 W Lake Street Presentation 

 
6. BOARD REPORTS 

a. March Sheriff Report 
7. ANNOUNCEMENTS     
8. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
9.  ADJOURN 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS/MEETINGS 
May 17  Monday  7:00PM City Council Meeting 
May 31  Monday  Memorial Day - OFFICES CLOSED 
June 7  Monday  6:00PM Planning Commission Meeting 
June 7  Monday  7:00PM City Council Meeting 

 
 
 
 



 

City Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, April 19, 2021 7:00 PM 

Cologne Community Center, 1211 Village Parkway 

VIRTUAL MEETING URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4240249600 

To access the meeting through your telephone, dial (312) 626-6799 and enter 
meeting ID #424 0249 600 

Vision Statement 
The City of Cologne is a vibrant small town that respects its heritage, embraces 

its future and offers a high quality of life for all who live, work and visit our 
community. 

                      Mayor:    Matt Lein 
          Councilmember:     Carol Szaroletta 
          Councilmember:     Sarah Bruss 
          Councilmember:     Rachel Lenzen 
          Councilmember:     Nathan Kells 

 
NOTE: AGENDA ITEMS ARE APPROXIMATE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE ACCORDING TO LENGTH OF DISCUSSION. TO 
ENSURE THAT YOU ARE PRESENT FOR ITEMS OF INTEREST, PLEASE ARRIVE AT 7:00 PM. 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 
Mayor Lein called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Councilmembers Kells, Lenzen and 
Szaroletta were present via Zoom.  Also present via Zoom were City Administrator - 
Jesse Dickson, City Clerk – Michelle Morrison and City Engineer Jake Saulsbury from 
Bolton and Menk.  Councilmember Bruss was absent.   
 

2. ADOPT AGENDA 
Mayor Lein asked to update the agenda to add under Council Business a request for 
Gambling Permit for the Cologne Lions for a May 22, 2021 Drive-in Bingo. Motion by 
Councilmember Szaroletta to adopt the agenda as amended, second by 
Councilmember Kells.  Motion carried 4-0.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4240249600


 
3. VISITOR’S PRESENTATIONS, PETITIONS, CORRESPONDENCE 

 
4. ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA 

Items listed below are considered routine and non-controversial by the Council. There will 
be no separate discussion of these items unless requested by a Councilmember, Staff or 
Citizen. If removed, the item will be discussed at the end of the regular agenda. 

 

a. April 5, 2021 City Council Minutes 
b. April 19, 2021 Check Summary Register 
c. April 13, 2021 Payroll Summary 
d. CGPI Grant Reimbursement #2 

 
Motion by Councilmember Lenzen to adopt the consent agenda, second by 
Councilmember Kells.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

5. COUNCIL BUSINESS 
a. Jake Saulsbury, Bolton & Menk 

i. Market Lane Improvements Award Letter 
Mr. Saulsbury reviewed the 5 bids received for this project, the low bid was $30,934.30 
and the high bid was $56,426.00.  The low bid was 23% below the engineer’s estimate 
of $40,414.50. Motion by Councilmember Szaroletta to award the Market Lane 
Improvements project to the low bidder, GMH Asphalt for $30,934.30, second by 
Councilmember Lenzen.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

ii. Highway 284 Retaining Wall Award Letter 
Mr. Saulsbury reviewed the two bids received for this project. The total project includes 
many different projects: Trail Repair, Retaining Wall Repair, Cross Walk and Water 
Main improvements.  The bids came in higher than anticipated – the low bid was 
$439,888 and the high bid was $485,290.  There will be additional costs associated with 
the project that could add at least $25,000 to move utilities in the project area.   
 
Administrator Dickson explained that the individual projects must all be done together, 
and he would like to have a discussion with Baker Tilly on financing options or the 
concept of rolling other City projects into this project and bond for more.  Mr. Saulsbury 
explained that bids are valid for 60 days so there is time to do the research.  The 
consensus of the Council was to table the discussion while Administrator Dickson 
investigates financing options.  
 

b. Nancy Williams, Freedom Storage Lights 
Ms. Williams shared her concerns with multiple changes to the Freedom Storage 
property since she moved into the area.  She detailed multiple ordinance’s that she 



believes have been violated while the property has evolved – including unapproved 
fences being installed, lighting that violated the glare ordinance, parking lots expanding 
with gravel and being used for storage and parking of heavy equipment - more like a 
contractor yard which is not approved with the current commercial zoning, and no 
building permit obtained for the accessory structure that has been erected which looks 
to be over the 1,000 sq ft size limit.  Ms. Williams stated that she believed all these 
issues were going to be addressed by the City Planner, Cindy Nash – but she felt the 
only issues addressed were the lack of a site plan and the lighting issue.   
 
Mayor Lein stated that the property does not abut any residential property which 
complicates ordinance violations.   
 
Resident Bernie Shambour shared that to his recollection only one permit has been 
pulled for the property back in 2012.  Any changes since that original permit was pulled 
have not been approved.   
 
After discussion, the consensus was that all issues need to be sent back to the Planning 
and Zoning Commission to establish if there are any Ordinance violations and report 
back to the City Council for action on any violations.  Ms. Williams asked if she could be 
put on the agenda for the planning and zoning meeting and the Mayor clarified to 
Administrator Dickson to be sure Ms. Williams was on the agenda.  City Clerk Morrison 
asked Ms. Williams to summarize all the specific ordinance violations and issues with 
the property that she wants the Planning and Zoning Commission and the City to 
respond to in a written document.  The document would be included with the packet and 
sent to the City Planner ahead of time to keep the process moving.    
 

c. Gambling License Cologne Lions Drive-in Bingo  
The Cologne Lions submitted a gambling license request today for their Drive-in Bingo 
planned for May 22, 2021.  The license covers bingo and a raffle.  The request was 
added to the agenda to allow for adequate processing time for the event.  Motion by 
Councilmember Lenzen to approve the gambling license, second by Councilmember 
Szaroletta.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

6. BOARD REPORTS 
7. ANNOUNCEMENTS     

Administrator Dickson shared with Council that 2 CFD firefighters are submitting 
retirement letters, they have served 19 and 21 years for the Cologne Fire Department.  
Consensus of the Council was to invite both firefighters to a future “in person” Council 
meeting for recognition. 
Mr. Dickson also shared that the City Attorney for the past 41 years, Larry Harris, will be 
retiring from Melchert, Hubert and Sjodin in June.   The firm has served the City well 
and represents all the cities in Carver County.  After discussion, the consensus was to 



remain with the firm and request that the goal be that the City have one designated 
contact at the firm to manage all legal issues.  
  

8. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
9.  ADJOURN 

 
Motion by Councilmember Kells  to adjourn at 8:03 PM, second by Councilmember 
Szaroletta.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted:     Attest: 

 

 

 

_______________________________   __________________________ 
Michelle M Morrison      Matt Lein 
City Clerk       Mayor 
 

 

 
 
 
 



*Check Summary Register©

CITY OF COLOGNE 04/29/21 11:53 AM
Page 1

Name Check Date Check Amt

10100   Checking
26162 BRICK & BREW PROPERTIES 4/26/2021 $6,576.34 Community Development Grant Draw #4
26163 AFLAC 5/3/2021 $212.70 April Employee Insurance
26164 ALPHA WIRELESS COMMUNICA 5/3/2021 $119.50 CFD Battery Pack
26165 ANDYS LAWN & SNOW 5/3/2021 $209.38 May Lawn Service
26166 BUESGENS, NIKKA 5/3/2021 $50.00 Deposit Refund
26167 CARVER COUNTY 5/3/2021 $1,001.31 1st Quarter Police OT
26168 CENTERPOINT ENERGY 5/3/2021 $610.99 304 Louis St
26169 CUSTOM FIRE APPARATUS 5/3/2021 $31.46 CFD LED Markers
26170 EIDE BAILLY LLP 5/3/2021 $16,000.00 2020 Audit Progress Billing
26171 EMTS 5/3/2021 $1,400.00 Recertification of EMR's
26172 FIRE DEX GW 5/3/2021 $741.00 CFD
26173 GILBERT MECHANICAL CONTRA 5/3/2021 $505.38 City Hall HVAC Repairs
26174 HOLIDAY COMPANIES 5/3/2021 $238.78 CFD
26175 JOSTAN SERVICES, INC. 5/3/2021 $593.03 CCC Cleaning April
26176 KOHL'S SWEEPING SERVICE IN 5/3/2021 $2,550.00 Sweep Streets
26177 LEYMAR COMPANIES 5/3/2021 $733.00 Laserfiche License Renewal
26178 LOFFLER-131511 5/3/2021 $41.21 April Copy Charge
26179 METRO WEST INSPECTION SER 5/3/2021 $548.98 April Permits
26180 MIDWEST FIRE 5/3/2021 $31.46 CFD Valves
26181 MN VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPER 5/3/2021 $114.32 2140 N Village Pkwy
26182 MN VALLEY TESTING LABS 5/3/2021 $414.00 Water Analysis
26183 NCPERS Group Life Ins 5/3/2021 $96.00 May Employee Life Insurance
26184 NORTH AMERICAN SAFETY INC. 5/3/2021 $85.00 Steel Can
26185 PROPET DISTRIBUTORS INC. 5/3/2021 $256.00 Dogipot Litter Bags
26186 RANDYS SANITATION INC 5/3/2021 $297.96 PW April
26187 TARA SABAKO 5/3/2021 $50.00 Deposit Refund
26188 XCEL ENERGY 5/3/2021 $6,731.36 PW Maintenance Building
26189 XTREME ELECTRICAL INC 5/3/2021 $985.00 Replace Lamps on Naples

Total Checks $41,224.16

FILTER: [Check Nbr] between 26162 and 26189
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04/29/21 11:55 AMCITY OF COLOGNE

*Check Detail Register©

Amount CommentInvoiceCheck # Check Date Vendor Name

10100   Checking
26162 04/26/21 BRICK & BREW PROPERTIES

$6,576.34 Community Development Grant Draw #4Miscellaneous (GENERALE 101-46200-430
$6,576.34Total

26163 05/03/21 AFLAC
$41.52 April Employee InsuranceEmployer Paid Ins (GENE 225825E 101-41400-130

$129.66 April Employee InsuranceAflac 225825G 101-21705
$20.76 April Employee InsuranceEmployer Paid Ins (GENE 225825E 602-49450-130
$20.76 April Employee InsuranceEmployer Paid Ins (GENE 225825E 601-49400-130

$212.70Total

26164 05/03/21 ALPHA WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS
$119.50 CFD Battery PackRepairs/Maint Machinery/ 11075E 101-42230-404
$119.50Total

26165 05/03/21 ANDYS LAWN & SNOW
$209.38 May Lawn ServiceContractual Services 8662E 101-41400-312
$209.38Total

26166 05/03/21 BUESGENS, NIKKA
$50.00 Deposit RefundDepositsG 101-22000
$50.00Total

26167 05/03/21 CARVER COUNTY
$701.31 1st Quarter Police OTOther Professional Servic SHERI00350E 101-42110-310
$300.00 Annual Liquor Lic. Background Pounders, Burky, 

Inn Town
Other Professional Servic SHERI00351E 101-42110-310

$1,001.31Total

26168 05/03/21 CENTERPOINT ENERGY
$141.63 107 John AveGas UtilitiesE 101-45200-383
$17.06 306 PlayhouseGas UtilitiesE 101-43100-383

$241.67 304 Louis StGas UtilitiesE 101-43100-383
$210.63 110 Louis StGas UtilitiesE 101-42210-383
$610.99Total

26169 05/03/21 CUSTOM FIRE APPARATUS
$31.46 CFD LED MarkersRepairs/Maint Machinery/ 0020372E 101-42230-404
$31.46Total

26170 05/03/21 EIDE BAILLY LLP
$4,000.00 2020 Audit Progress BillingAuditing and Acct g Servic EI01140439E 602-49490-301
$4,000.00 2020 Audit Progress BillingAuditing and Acct g Servic EI01140439E 601-49440-301
$4,000.00 2020 Audit Progress BillingAuditing and Acct g Servic EI01140439E 601-48930-301
$4,000.00 2020 Audit Progress BillingAuditing and Acct g Servic EI01140439E 101-41400-301

$16,000.00Total

26171 05/03/21 EMTS
$1,400.00 Recertification of EMR'sTraining and Instruction 1903E 101-42220-208
$1,400.00Total
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Amount CommentInvoiceCheck # Check Date Vendor Name

26172 05/03/21 FIRE DEX GW
$741.00 CFDContractual Services 17535E 101-42230-312
$741.00Total

26173 05/03/21 GILBERT MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR
$505.38 City Hall HVAC RepairsRepairs/Maint Buildings 203991E 101-45100-401
$505.38Total

26174 05/03/21 HOLIDAY COMPANIES
$238.78 CFDMotor FuelsE 101-42230-212
$238.78Total

26175 05/03/21 JOSTAN SERVICES, INC.
$593.03 CCC Cleaning AprilRepairs/Maint Buildings 7681E 101-45100-401
$593.03Total

26176 05/03/21 KOHL'S SWEEPING SERVICE INC.
$2,550.00 Sweep StreetsContractual Services 1783E 101-43100-312
$2,550.00Total

26177 05/03/21 LEYMAR COMPANIES
$733.00 Laserfiche License RenewalComputer Software/Hardw 14105E 101-41400-207
$733.00Total

26178 05/03/21 LOFFLER-131511
$41.21 April Copy ChargeRepairs/Maint Machinery/ 3700974E 101-41400-404
$41.21Total

26179 05/03/21 METRO WEST INSPECTION SERVICES
$548.98 April PermitsOther Professional Servic 2823E 101-42400-310
$548.98Total

26180 05/03/21 MIDWEST FIRE
$31.46 CFD ValvesRepairs/Maint Machinery/ 6067E 101-42230-404
$31.46Total

26181 05/03/21 MN VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
$69.66 2140 N Village PkwyElectric UtilitiesE 602-49470-381
$44.66 2043 Village Pkwy LightElectric UtilitiesE 101-43160-381

$114.32Total

26182 05/03/21 MN VALLEY TESTING LABS
$252.00 Water AnalysisAnalysis 1083940E 602-49450-311
$162.00 Water AnalysisAnalysis 1084357E 602-49450-311
$414.00Total

26183 05/03/21 NCPERS Group Life Ins
$48.00 May Employee Life InsuranceEmployer Paid Ins (GENE 39700005202E 101-41400-130
$16.00 May Employee Life InsuranceEmployer Paid Ins (GENE 39700005202E 601-49400-130
$16.00 May Employee Life InsuranceEmployer Paid Ins (GENE 39700005202E 602-49450-130
$16.00 May Employee Life InsuranceEmployer Paid Ins (GENE 39700005202E 101-43100-130
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*Check Detail Register©

Amount CommentInvoiceCheck # Check Date Vendor Name

$96.00Total

26184 05/03/21 NORTH AMERICAN SAFETY INC.
$85.00 Steel CanSmall Tools and Minor Eq 57093E 101-43100-240
$85.00Total

26185 05/03/21 PROPET DISTRIBUTORS INC.
$256.00 Dogipot Litter BagsMiscellaneous (GENERAL 134320E 101-45200-430
$256.00Total

26186 05/03/21 RANDYS SANITATION INC
$182.04 PW AprilRefuse/Garbage DisposalE 101-41940-384
$115.92 CFD AprilRefuse/Garbage DisposalE 101-42210-384
$297.96Total

26187 05/03/21 TARA SABAKO
$50.00 Deposit RefundDepositsG 101-22000
$50.00Total

26188 05/03/21 XCEL ENERGY
$12.47 PW Maintenance BuildingElectric UtilitiesE 101-41940-381

$363.14 Louis HallElectric UtilitiesE 101-42210-381
$188.51 Public Works FacilityElectric UtilitiesE 101-43100-381

$1,335.60 Street LightsElectric UtilitiesE 101-43160-381
$98.56 Tennis Courts - Lions ParkElectric UtilitiesE 101-45200-381

$170.05 WellsElectric UtilitiesE 601-49400-381
$3,920.32 WWTPElectric UtilitiesE 602-49450-381

$63.15 115 Paul Ave SElectric UtilitiesE 602-49470-381
$579.56 Lift StationsElectric UtilitiesE 602-49470-381

$6,731.36Total

26189 05/03/21 XTREME ELECTRICAL INC
$985.00 Replace Lamps on NaplesContractual Services 21-4850E 101-43100-312
$985.00Total

10100   Checking $41,224.16

Fund Summary
10100  Checking
101 GENERAL FUND $23,933.90
601 WATER FUND $8,206.81
602 SEWER FUND $9,083.45

$41,224.16



Employee  EFT 10,520.56$   April 27, 2021 Payroll
IRS 718E EFT 3,890.14$     April 27, 2021 Payroll
MN Department of Revenue 719E EFT 670.59$        April 27, 2021 Payroll
PERA 720E EFT 2,191.62$     April 27, 2021 Payroll
Deferred Compensation 722E EFT 641.02$        April 27, 2021 Payroll
Health Savings Account 724-726E EFT 1,638.76$     April 27, 2021 Payroll

 Total 19,552.69$   

City of Cologne Payroll
27-Apr-21



Employee  EFT 15,398.44$ April 27, 2021 Payroll
IRS 717E EFT 2,551.12$   April 27, 2021 Payroll

 Total 17,949.56$ 

City of Cologne Fire Department  Payroll
4/27/2021   Quarter 1
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AGREEMENT FOR CONSULTING SERVICES 
 

 This Agreement for Consulting Services (“Agreement”) is entered into and dated 
April 29, 2021 by and between USI Consulting Group, Inc. (USICG - earlier as Hildi Inc.) 
USICG with offices located at 8000 Norman Center Drive, Suite 400, Bloomington, MN  
55437 with headquarters at 95 Glastonbury Blvd., Suite 102, Glastonbury, CT 06033 
(hereinafter referred to as the “Consultant”) and the City of Cologne with offices located 
at 1211 Village Parkway, PO Box 120, Cologne, MN 55322 (hereinafter referred to as the 
“Company”).  Company and Consultant are jointly referred to as the “parties.” 
 
 IN CONSIDERATION OF THE MUTUAL PROMISES CONTAINED HEREIN, AND 
FOR OTHER GOOD AND VALUABLE CONSIDERATION, THE SUFFICIENCY OF 
WHICH IS HEREBY ACCEPTED, THE PARTIES MUTUALLY AGREE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
1. Description of Services.  Consultant will perform certain services for Company 

upon terms and conditions specified herein and as such services are more 
particularly described in Exhibit(s), which are attached hereto and incorporated by 
this reference. 

2. Prices and Payment.  Company agrees to pay Consultant the fees set forth in the 
applicable Exhibit(s).  Consultant anticipates invoicing the Company monthly for 
services provided.  Payment will be due in full within fifteen (15) days of receipt of 
Consultant’s invoice.  Company agrees to pay interest on all overdue amounts at 
a rate of twelve percent (12%) per annum or the rate allowed by law, which ever 
is less, plus costs of collection, court costs, and reasonable attorney fees on all 
such amounts. 

3. Travel Expenses.  Company agrees to reimburse Consultant for its reasonable and 
necessary out-of-pocket lodging, transportation, and food incurred at the 
Company’s request. Consultant agrees to provide reasonable expense 
documentation.  Whenever possible, Consultant agrees to take advantage of travel 
discounts.  All air travel by Consultant shall be on major national or regional 
airlines, and Consultant and its representatives may keep their frequent flier miles 
earned for their personal usage. 

4. Ownership of Work Product.  Ownership of, and all rights in, the work product 
which is the subject matter of this Agreement (the “Work”), including trademarks, 
patents and copyrights applicable to same, shall belong exclusively to Company.  
The parties expressly agree to consider as a “work made for hire” any Work 
ordered or commissioned by the Company which qualifies as such under the 
United States copyright laws.  To the extent that the Work cannot be a “work made 
for hire” or where necessary for any other reason, Consultant will provide Company 
with all such assignments of rights, covenants and other assistance which may be 
required for Company, through trademark, patent or copyright applications or 
otherwise, to obtain the full benefit of the rights provided for herein.  If the Work 
contains materials previously developed or copyrighted by Consultant or others, 
Consultant grants and agrees to grant to Company, or obtain for Company, an 
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unrestricted, royalty-free license to use and copy such materials.  Any license so 
granted or obtained shall include the right for Company to grant an unrestricted, 
royalty-free license to any affiliate of Company.  Consultant is allowed to retain one 
copy of the Work for archival purposes.  Consultant shall place a copyright notice 
on the Work at Company’s request.  The Work shall be considered “Information” 
under the Section entitled “Nondisclosure.” 

5. Nondisclosure.  Any technical or business information, including, but not limited to, 
computer programs, files, specifications, drawings, sketches, models, samples, 
tools, cost data, customer information, financial data, business or marketing plans 
or other data, whether oral, written or otherwise (“Information”), furnished or 
disclosed to Consultant hereunder or in contemplation hereof, shall remain 
Company’s property.  No license, express or implied, under any trademark, patent 
or copyright is granted by Company to Consultant by virtue of such disclosure.  All 
such information in written, graphic or other tangible form shall be returned to the 
Company immediately upon request and copies shall be returned to the Company 
or, at Company’s option, certified by Consultant as having been located and 
destroyed.  Consultant shall be allowed to retain one copy of the Information for 
archival purposes.  Unless such Information was previously known to Consultant 
free of any obligation to keep it confidential, is lawfully obtained by Consultant from 
any source other than Company or has been or is subsequently made public by 
Company or a nonparty to this Agreement, is approved for release by written 
authorization of the Company, or is required by law to be disclosed in response to 
a valid order of a court of competent jurisdiction or authorized governmental 
agency, provided the Company receives adequate notice to allow it to request a 
protective order and the Consultant reasonably cooperates with the Company’s 
efforts to receive a protective order, it shall be kept confidential by Consultant for 
the benefit of Company, shall be used only in performing under this Agreement 
and shall not be used for other purposes except upon such terms as may be 
agreed upon by Company in writing.  Consultant shall take reasonable steps to 
protect such Information to a similar extent that Consultant protects its own 
Information. 

6. Liability.  Consultant shall indemnify Company and its affiliates against, and shall 
hold Company and its affiliates harmless from, any loss, damage, expense or 
liability that may in any way arise out of or result from the performance of 
Consultant hereunder and caused by or resulting from the gross negligence or 
intentional misconduct of Consultant, including but not limited to any knowing 
infringement, or claim of infringement, of any patent, trademark, copyright, trade 
secret or other proprietary right of a third party or of Consultant or anyone claiming 
through Consultant who may be eligible to terminate any assignment or transfer 
made hereunder pursuant to the terms of the copyright laws up to the amount paid 
by the Company to the Consultant under a given applicable Exhibit(s).  Consultant 
shall defend or settle, at its own expense, any action or suit against Company or 
its affiliates for which it is responsible hereunder.  Company shall notify Consultant 
of any such claim, action or suit and shall reasonably cooperate with the 
Consultant (at Consultant’s expense) to facilitate the defense of any such claim. 
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7. Limitation.  In no event shall company or consultant be liable, one to the other, for 
indirect, special, incidental, or consequential damages arising out of or in 
connection with the furnishing, performance or use of any products or services 
provided pursuant to this agreement.   

8. Limited Warranties.  Consultant warrants and represents that it has full authority 
to enter into this Agreement and to consummate the transactions contemplated 
hereby and that this Agreement is not in conflict with any other agreement to which 
Consultant is a party or by which it may be bound. 

Consultant warrants and represents that Consultant has the proper skill, training 
and background so as to be able to perform in a competent and professional 
manner and that all work will be performed in accordance with professional 
standards in the industry and/or field. 

9. Headings.  Section headings used in this Agreement are for convenience only, 
have no legal significance, and in no way change the construction or meaning of 
the terms hereof. 

10. Insurance.  Upon request by Company, Consultant shall provide to Company, 
copies of certificates of insurance evidencing the workers compensation, general 
liability and automobile insurance coverage that Consultant has in effect and 
Consultant shall maintain such insurance in effect through the duration of the 
Agreement. 

11. Amendment and Waiver.  No provision of this Agreement may be modified, waived, 
terminated or amended except by a written instrument executed by the parties.  No 
waiver of a material breach of any provision of this Agreement shall constitute a 
waiver of any subsequent breach of the same or other provisions hereof. 

12. Relationship.  The Consultant shall be and act as an independent contractor 
hereunder, and neither Consultant nor any employee, agent, associate, 
representative or subcontractor shall be deemed to be employees of the Company 
for any purpose whatsoever. 

13. Force Majeure.  Neither party will be liable for any failure or delay in performance 
due to any cause beyond its reasonable control, including, but not limited to acts 
of nature, strikes, fire, flood, explosion, riots, or wars, provided that personnel 
changes, including unanticipated employee departures, shall not be considered to 
be an event or condition of force majeure. 
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14. Notices.  All notices and other communications required or permitted under this 
Agreement shall be in writing, and hand delivered or sent by registered or certified 
mail, return-receipt requested, postage prepaid, or by overnight delivery service 
and shall be effective upon receipt at the following addresses or as either party 
shall have notified the other party: 

If to Company:  Mr. Jesse Dickson 
    City Administrator 
    City of Cologne 
    1211 Village Parkway, PO Box 120 
    Cologne, MN 55322 
     
If to Consultant:  USI Consulting Group, Inc. 
    8000 Norman Center Drive 
    Suite 400 
    Bloomington, MN 55437 
    Attn: Jill Urdahl, FSA 
    Practice Leader/Consulting Actuary 
 
15. Assignment.  Consultant shall not assign this Agreement or delegate the services 

to be performed hereunder, in whole or in part, or any of its rights, interest, or 
obligations hereunder without Company’s express written consent. 

16. Law Government.  This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of 
Minnesota, without regard to or application of conflicts of law rules or principles. 

17. Taxes.  Consultant shall assume full responsibility for the payment of all taxes 
imposed by any federal, state, local taxes or foreign taxing authority and all 
contributions imposed or required under unemployment insurance, social security 
and income tax laws, with respect to performance of services for Company 
hereunder. 

18. Termination.  Any Exhibit(s) to this Agreement may be terminated by either party 
upon thirty (30) days written notice to the other party.  This Agreement may be 
terminated by either party upon ninety (90) days written notice to the other party.  
Company agrees to pay for all services provided by Consultant and related travel 
expenses incurred by Consultant through the date of termination of the Exhibit(s) 
and/or the Agreement as applicable. 

19. Entire Agreement.  This constitutes the entire agreement between the parties 
regarding the subject matter hereof.  This Agreement shall be binding on the 
affiliates, administrators, executors, heirs, successors in interest, or assigns of 
Consultant. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, authorized representatives of the Company and the Consultant 
have executed this Agreement in duplicate. 
 
Company: City of Cologne Consultant: USI Consulting Group, 

Inc. (formerly Hildi Inc.) 
  
 
 
By:  By:  
 (Authorized Signature)   (Authorized Signature)  
 
Name:  Name:    Jill Urdahl   
 (Print or Type)   
 
Title:  Title:    President   
 (Print or Type)   
 
Date:  Date:  
 
(Please Note:  A Signature is required on both page 5 and page 6. Thank you.) 
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Exhibit 1 to 
AGREEMENT FOR CONSULTING SERVICES 

Consultant and Rate Schedule 
 

Consultant 
Representative’s 

Name  

 
Title 

Effective Start 
Date  

Expected End 
Date  

USI Consulting Group, 
Inc. (formerly Hildi Inc.) 

Actuaries and Consultants 

 
Consulting Actuaries 

 
TBD  

 
TBD 

Base Fees 
 

The approximate budget for consulting services is as follows: 
 
•  GASB 67&68 Actuarial Valuation (Base Year):  $2,350  
 
•  GASB 67&68 Actuarial Valuation (Projection Year):  $1,100  

 

      These Base Actuarial Fees include the following: 
• An Actuarial Report including all information required by GASB Statement 67&68 for the 

Relief Association pension plan.  USICG will provide an electronic copy. 
• Availability via conference call to discuss the results and answer questions.    
• Teleconferencing with the actuaries on pending or anticipated issues which may affect 

the actuarial valuation/report. If any work is needed based on one of the outcomes of a 
teleconference, a fee will be agreed upon before any work is initiated. 

• Periodic memos and telephone calls to provide updates on developments that may 
affect future actuarial reports. 

The term of the Agreement for Consulting Services is for the January 1, 2020 GASB 67&68 
actuarial valuation and a roll-forward valuation for the following year.  The Base Year valuation 
can be used for the plan (Relief Association) disclosure cycle ending December 31, 2019 and 

the plan sponsor (city) disclosure cycle ending December 31, 2020.  The Projection Year report 
can be used for the Relief Association disclosure cycle ending December 31, 2020 and the City 

disclosure cycle ending December 31, 2021. 
 

All quotes assume the plan provisions and assumptions remain unchanged from the last 
actuarial valuation (if applicable).  Additional charges may occur if there is out of scope work 

due to inaccurate or insufficient data provided by the Company, changes in funding or 
investment policy, changes to plan provisions, or proportionate share calculations. 

 

SERVICES OR REQUIREMENTS: 
 

The Agreement for Consulting Services is dated April 29, 2021. 
 

Company:   City of Cologne Consultant:  USI Consulting Group, Inc. 
(formerly Hildi Inc.) 

 
    
 (Authorized Signature)   (Authorized Signature)  
 
    
 (Date)   (Date)  
(Please Note:  A Signature is required on both page 5 and page 6. Thank you.) 



218 West Lake Street Cologne. MN  
City Zoning Ordinance Nonconformance Communications Timeline April 2020 – Present  

 

Key Issues:   

• IUP originally granted on September 2, 2020 without a site plan and despite Owner’s wanton 
noncompliance with City Council conditions specified in IUP/ 

• IUP extended twice (Jan 2021 and April 2021) despite Owners continued noncompliance with 
City Council conditions specified in IUP. 

• Owner’s continued noncompliance with conditions set forth in the IUP. 
• Owner’s failure to submit a site plan (ever) for the property at 218 West Lake Street. 

 

1) ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

April 8th:  Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration a MS.ppt specifying several City 
land use zoning and nuisance ordinance violations tangent to outdoor parking and outdoor lighting. 

2) +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

April 9th: Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the following: 

• The 218 Co Rd 36 is zoned Retail and Other Commercial.  There are no provisions 
allowing outside storage under C1, C2, nor C3.    

• There are no provisions allowing outside storage under Carver County Chapter 152 
Zoning Code, specifically 152.032, 152.040, 152.074, and 152.079. 

 

3) ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

April 9th: Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the following: 

• At present there are two construction contractors occupying space on this parcel that is zoned 
Commercial-Retail C-1. 

• These activities have been and continue to be in open and flagrant violation of City and County Zoning 
Codes and Ordinances.   

• This activity impacts me directly, because Warren’s property it is contiguous with my residence.   
• The south boundary of my residential property runs 240 feet along Warren’s property. 
• Over the past 5 years Warren has hauled in 100’s of loads of red rock; dumping this rock and packing it 

in hard right within 6 inches of my south property line.  Consequently, 80% of Warren’s two parcels are 
non-pervious.   

 

4) ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

April 10th: Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the 
following: 

On Friday, April 10th Warren Dressen had an electrical contractor install a powerful exterior light on the west 
side of his garage on his lot at 218 Co Rd 36.  Last night was the first night this exterior light was in use:   



 

• The amount of reflected glare and light emanating from this private owner exterior fixture is intense and 
excessive. 

• This light overpowers the adjacent street light on County Road 36 and dominates the entire section of 
road.  

• This light illuminates the south side of my house; lighting up my bedrooms and fully illuminating my 
lower and upper four season porch rooms. The light glares directly into my master bedroom; when I 
look out the window I am literally blinded by the intensity of a direct beam of light shining in. 

• This light fully illuminates the front of the Al Schmidt’s residence.  The reflection from his storm door 
reflects a unique signature, focused light off the south side of my house.  

• This light fully illuminates the entire back of the Chad Dauwalter residence; making night in to daylight. 
 

 Warren Dressen’s use of this light is clearly in violation of the City ZONING CODE, CHAPTER 
153, 153.064 GLARE.  

 Warren Dressen’s use of this light is clearly in violation of  City Ordinance 95.18  PUBLIC 
NUISANCES AFFECTING PEACE AND SAFETY.  

 

5)  ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

April 16th: Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the 
following: 

Please add the following item to the April 20th Cologne City Council Meeting Agenda:  

• Zoning Code Nonconformances at 218 Co Rd 36 
 

 I request the opportunity to read a statement from the attached MS.Word document to the Cologne City 
Council; urging City Council action on Zoning Code Nonconformances evident on the parcel at 218 Co 
Rd 36. 

 In addition, I will reference signed petitions (attached) urging City Council action to remedy these 
Zoning Code nonconformances in an expeditious manner. 

 

6) +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

April 23rd  Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the 
following: 

I am sending this email to follow up from the City Council Meeting direction given on Monday night and our 
discussion today tangent to Zoning Ordinance 153.064 and Public Nuisance 95.18 violations at 218 Lake 
Street West: 

 



 

My understanding is that Derrick Jensen conveyed to you that “he is working with Storms Manufacturing to 
affix light shields” on each of the three high candlepower halogen lights he recently installed on the garage at 
218 West Lake Street.  

Despite City Council support conveyed on Monday to direct Derrick Jenson to either remove or replace the 
three high candlepower halogen lights; three days later the glaring non-conforming lights are still shining 
brightly! 

 

 Help me understand why the citizens that signed a petition to get these offensive lights removed have 
to wait until Derrick Jenson decides to follow the City’s lighting ordinances. Are we going to have to wait 
another day?, another week?, another month? 

 

 My expectation was that either the City Planner or the City Administrator was going tell Derrick Jenson 
to align to Zoning Ordinance 153.064 and Public Nuisance 95.18 immediately; not when it is convenient 
for him. 

 

7) +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

April 28th Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the following: 

I am sending this email to follow up from the City Council Meeting direction given on Monday, April 20th and 
our discussion on April 23rd tangent to Zoning Ordinance 153.039, 153.069, and 153.073 violations at 218 
Lake Street West: 

 

My understanding is that the City Planner (Cynthia Nash) was directed to work with both Warren Dressen and 
Derrick Jensen on a path forward to align the 218 West Lake Street parcel to current City Zoning Code 
Ordinances for   C-2 Commercial property adjacent to single family residential properties.  

 

In the mix are two significant nonconformances that have been in violation of the City’s Zoning Code for years: 
153.069 Outdoor Parking and 153.073 Erosion and Sentiment.  Within the current state, the 218 West Lake 
Street parcel has a large number of miscellaneous “units” parked outside comprised of fish houses, enclosed 
and open trailers, construction trucks, and construction equipment of various types.  In addition, the aggregate 
hard-surface on the parcel, including the piles of red rock waiting to be spread out easily exceeds the 25 
percent limit within a Shoreland Overlay District.  The aforementioned hard-surface condition has caused 
considerable physical (monetary) damage to my property contiguous to 218 West Lake Street in recent 
years.    

 

Cologne property owners residing within 300 feet of the 218 West Lake Street parcel signed a petition urging 
City Council Action to remedy Zoning Code Ordinance violations.  An expectation here is that the City will 



convey a communication in some manner that outlines a plan forward to address and remedy 
nonconformances within the 218 West Lake Street parcel. 

 

Based on my many years working for the City on the Planning Commission and City Council my sentiment is 
that the longer the City allows Warren Dressen and Derrick Jensen to do as they please on the 218 West Lake 
Street parcel; the more likely they will be emboldened to delay or disregard direction given by the City to align 
with Zoning Code compromises for their respective business enterprises.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

8) ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

May 4th Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the following: 

I wish to convey the bullet points below tangent to the apparent “fix” that Derrick Jensen performed on one of 
the three high-powered halogen lights he affixed to the west and south sides of the dilapidated garage residing 
on the 218 Co Rd 36 parcel:   

 

 Derrick was observed applying a piece of black duct tape(?) on about 25% of the upper surface area of the 
single high-powered halogen light on the west side of the garage. 

a. The level of reflected glare and reflected light in our yards and homes remain; albeit the lumen 
value (intensity and brightness) has been reduced.  

b. The question as applicable to Cologne City Zoning Code 153.064 GLARE and 95.18 Reflected 
glare or light  remains: Prior to April 10th residential properties within 300 feet of the 218 Co Rd 
36 parcel had zero reflected glare and reflected light penetrating our homes and yards.  A 
reduced level of glare and light intensity does not remedy the current state of nonconformance 
as defined in the City’s Zoning Ordinance.  

 

 Derrick did not make any attempt to modify (reduce via applying duct tape) to the two high-powered 
halogen lights on the south side of the garage.  

a. Consequently, there are four residential properties located to the south of the 218 Co Rd 36 
parcel that continue to receive the full intensity (from April 10th forward unchanged) of the high-
powered halogen light intensity glare and brightness (Derrick has done nothing to remedy this 
unacceptable condition for these property owners). 

 

In sum, several of the most affected property owners (and I as well) are not satisfied with Derrick 
Jensen’s 5 minute duct tape “quick fix” on only one (of 3) of the high-powered halogen lights that 
were affixed to the dilapidated garage residing on the 218 Co Rd 36 parcel.  This and the other non-
conforming Zoning Ordinance conditions on this parcel require action by City Administration, partnering with 
out contract City Planning resource (Collaborative Planning, LLC).  The longer the City allows nonconformance 
on this parcel the more emboldened Derrick and Warren will be to disregard any guidance and directives from 
the City to align to reasonable modifications to bring this property to conformance. 

 

As the informal representative for the property owners listed on the attached Petition; kindly keep me in the 
loop on efforts expended to rein in conformance. 

 



9) ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

May 15th Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the following: 

 Has there been any forward progress to remedy the Zoning Code violations tangent to the high-
powered halogen lights affixed to the dilapidated garage on the 218 Co Rd 36 property?  (re-153.064 
GLARE and 95.18 Reflected glare or light). 

 

 Has there any forward progress to remedy  City’s Zoning Code violations for chronic nonconforming use 
on the C-2 zoned property at 218 Co Rd 36? (re-153.069 Outdoor Parking and 153.073 Erosion and 
Sentiment).  

 

 

 
 

10) ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

July 30th Bernie Shambour emailed to the Cologne City Planner, Cindy Nash the following: 

Thank you for reaching out and sending this information tangent to the 218 West Lake Street Interim use and 
Variance Request. 

 

After reading your memo, my position remains that for reasons unknown Derek Jensen continues to received 
preferential treatment from City Staff and City Administration. 

 

1. “ … applicant has indicated that there is not a need for outside storage”. 
2. “ …. business and employee vehicles may be parked on the gravel parking area”.   
3. “ … the applicant is proposing to improve the current site situation by removing some of the gravel 

parking area”.  

My own interpretation of bullet points 1, 2, and 3 above are: 

 

1. If there is no need for outside storage; then why does Derrek need 19,894 sq feet of gravel surface 
(nearly ½ acre?). 

2. Wow!  “Business Vehicles”  This will likely include trucks, dump trucks, Bobcats, trailers, small 
bulldozers, trenchers, etc as well as what is currently residing with 10 inches of my property 
line:  piles of gravel, rock, dumpsters, piles of planks, fish houses, long idle vehicles, etc.  There is no 
mention of screen outside storage.  I will invite you into my home in October for a cup of coffee; so 
you can experience the view of junk I have after all the leaves fall. 



3. Derek is proposing to reduce the gravel area by 1,307 sq ft or 7%.  Not much at all.  

 

In sum, my sense is that for whatever reason(s) City Staff and City Administration is choosing to force this Interim 
Use and Variance quietly and quickly past Public comment; seeking rubber-stamp Planning Commission approval; so the 
City Council is cleared to enable Derek Jensen to proceed doing whatever he wants (which is essentially what he has 
been doing in Cologne at Pounders for the past two years).  

 

11)  +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

August 17th Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the 
following: 

I am sending this email to you as follow-up to the August 3rd Planning Commission/Public Hearing for IUP for 
218 West Lake Street.  

My concerns are in bullet points listed below: 

• Cindy Nash’s August 17th Memorandum that outlines the premise and conditions of the IUP request 
remains virtually unchanged from the August 3rd Memorandum; lacking specifics about the amount of 
impervious surface and future intended use.    

Excerpts from Cindy’s support my concern:  “Portions of the site plan do not indicate what they will 
be …. “   “The applicant is proposing to improve the current site by removing some of the gravel parking 
area”.  The vagueness of the Aug 3rd and 17th Memorandums provides Derek Jenson with plenty of wiggle 
room to bend the conditions as he wishes as listed in the IUP.    

The concerns I have repeatedly raised about runoff on my property have gone unanswered my City 
Administration and the City Council.  I had a nice yard with lush grass 5 years ago, but all of the gravel on 
218 West Lake Street has destroyed the south lawn on my property; leaving my lawn rutted with erosion 
across broad areas. 

 
• My July 30th email (see attached Memo to Jesse D) to the City Council and City Administration was not 

acknowledged in either the August 3rd Planning Commission or City Council Meeting.  A robust IUP would 
be one defined by specific metrics and deliverables to ensure terms and conditions of the IUP would be 
both met and sustained.  My email listed these concerns, but I was not allowed by the City’s legal counsel 
to recuse myself from the Planning Commission Meeting to articulate my concerns. 

• I remain confused how an individual renting a parcel of land month-to-month in the City of Cologne can 
negotiate a 5-year IUP for non-conforming use of the property.  I would expect the IUP application be filed 
by the actual property owner (Warren Dressen) on behalf of the renter’s benefit and adherence under the 
specified terms and conditions of the IUP. 

Another way to look at the preceding bullet point is Derek Jensen’s own admission at the August 3rd 
City Council Meeting that he “has no control of what is residing on the property he is renting month to 
month”.  Hence, my concern that Derek cannot confirm whether or not he can control activities on the parcel 
he is currently renting; rather he is deflecting responsibility for non-conforming storage on his rented 
property to others when the property is really under his own care, custody, and control. 

• Since the August 3rd meetings, two fish houses and trailers owned by parties other than Derek were 
removed from the 218 West Lake Street parcel.  However, they were replaced by three Jensen 
Construction Trailers and freshly dumped excess cement.  All of this backed right up to my south property 
line.  The reality is that Derek does not follow through on what he states he will do (see attached photos at 
218 West Lake Street). 



• At the August 3rd City Council Meeting Derek pledged to “ … remove the west-facing halogen light from the 
garage with one week.”   Two weeks will have gone by and this ordinance violating, nuisance light is still 
shining into our homes and across our yards on Villa Drive.  Again, Derek is not following up on what he 
states he is going to do. 

 

In sum, my sense remains steadfast that for whatever reason(s) Cologne City Administration and the City 
Council are choosing to expedite this Interim Use and Variance quietly and quickly; allowing Derek Jensen to 
proceed doing whatever he wants (which is essentially what he has been doing in Cologne at Pounders for the 
past two years).  

 

12)  +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

October 15th Bernie Shambour received the following email from Cologne City 
Administrator Jesse Dickson: 

Hi Bernie, 

Attached is the approving resolution that was passed for the IUP at Derek Jensen’s 
place: 



 

 



 



 
 

 
13)    ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

October 30th: Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the 
following: 

 

From: Shambour, Bernie  
Sent: Friday, October 30, 2020 10:45 AM 
To: 'Jesse Dickson' 



Cc: Matt Lein 
Subject: RE: Noncompliance to Resolution No 20-19 IUP 

  

Hi Jesse,  

 

I want to clarify with you and Mayor Matt that I sincerely wish Derek all the best with leasing and using the 218 
West Lake Street parcel under the terms and conditions of the IUP that his lessor, Warren Dressen was 
granted. 

What is confusing to me is WHY would he not take the generous terms and conditions tied to this IUP and 
RUN with it ASAP?  Derek’s lack of initiative and action on this makes no sense to me nor the adjacent 
property owners adversely affected by his bright lights. 

 

Bernie  
From: Jesse Dickson [mailto:jessed@colognemn.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 30, 2020 10:36 AM 
To: Shambour, Bernie 
Cc: Matt Lein 
Subject: RE: Noncompliance to Resolution No 20-19 IUP 

 

The totality of the work was to be done by tomorrow, which is safe to say won’t happen. Cindy has attempted to work 
with him over the last few weeks and at this point I’ll be looking for action from the City Council on the Monday 
November 2nd meeting. 

 

Jesse Dickson 

City Administrator 

 

14)   ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

October 30th: Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the 
following: 

From: Shambour, Bernie <bshambour@lesueurinc.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 30, 2020 7:15 AM 
To: Jesse Dickson <jessed@colognemn.com> 
Cc: Matt Lein <m.lein@colognemn.com> 
Subject: Noncompliance to Resolution No 20-19 IUP 

 

Hi Jesse,  

 



Referencing the attached Resolution No 20-19; does Derek Jensen realize that the issued IUP is in 
jeopardy?  To date, since the Sept 8th effective date, Derek has put forth zero effort to comply with Conditions 
#3 #4, #5 and #11 outlined on this City Council  approved (Resolution No 20-19 IUP). 

I do not understand.  Help me understand the dynamics behind this inaction. 

Bernie Shambour  
Cologne Planning Commissioner 

Personal Mobile:  952-221-9727   

 

15)   ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

November 29th: Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the 
following: 

 

Hello Jesse,  

I am sending this email to request a time slot on the Cologne City Council Meeting agenda at their next regular 
City Council Meeting on Monday, December 7th at 7:00 pm. 

At the December 7th Cologne City Council Meeting my objective is to address my neighbors’ and my own 
concerns tangent to both City Light/Nuisance Ordinances and the IUP non-compliance situation at 218 West 
Lake Street.  

- Zero effort put forth by Derek Jensen to comply with Conditions #3 #4, #5 and #11 outlined on this 
City Council approved (Resolution No 20-19 IUP). 

 

- The Cologne City Councils’ unsuccessful  attempts to remedy the three high powered halogen 
lights that were installed at this location on April 10, 2020. These lights reflect glare and shine 
brightly in our yards and homes; making night into day!   

 
- The Cologne City Councils lack of a formal response to residents who signed an April 20, 2020 

Petition sent to the City Administration to: “confirm the support and call for action by your 
constituents/property owners most adversely affected by the nonconforming activities at 218 West 
Lake Street”. (Ie- remove the nonconforming three high powered halogen lights that were installed 
at this location. 

 

Thanks in advance for your support with this request. 

 

Bernie Shambour 

Personal Mobile: 952-221-9727 

  

 

 



16)   ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

December 25th:  Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the 
following: 

Hello Jesse, 

 

Please place me on the agenda for the January 4, 2020 Cologne City Council. The agenda topic I wish to 
address is:  Additional outdoor halogen lights installed on the garage at 218 West Lake Street on Christmas 
Eve.  

 

I wish to convey my frustration about the installation of additional outdoor halogen lights installed on the 
garage at 218 West Lake Street.  The message I will to convey is outlined directly below:   

 

On Christmas Eve, Derek Jenson affixed 3 high-powered, non-shielded halogen lights on the east and 
north sides of the garage he is leasing garage at 218 West Lake Street.  I view Derek’s actions to be well-timed 
and rooted with malicious intent to deprive my family of our right to privacy and enjoyment of our personal 
property.     

 

The installation of these lights is an action that violates the terms and conditions outlined in Section 11 
of Cologne City Council Resolution 20-19 A Resolution Approving an interim Use Permit for 218 Lake 
Street West adopted and approved on Sept 8, 2020. 

• “No lights may be installed on the property without first submitting a lighting plan for the City 
to review and approval”. 

 

These additional 3 lights augmented by the 3 April 2020 installed lights on the garage at 218 West Lake 
Street are in gross violation of City ZONING CODE, CHAPTER 153, 153.064 GLARE and City Ordinance 
95.18  PUBLIC NUISANCES AFFECTING PEACE AND SAFETY.  

 

In sum: 

 

• These lights completely illuminate the south and east sides of my house. 
• These lights brightly illuminate 75 percent of the rooms in my home. 
• These lights brightly illuminate my entire back yard. 
• These lights illuminate Benton Lake all of the way to the Pier.  The lights are a distraction looking from 

the pier to the City across Benton Lake. 
• These lights can be clearing seen by motorists driving around Benton Lake on MN Hwy 284. 
• These lights are clearly a distraction for motorists driving south on Meadow Street, 
• These lights are an additional light source that can be viewed from Mayor Matt Lien’s residence on 

Meadow Street. 
 

 



This current environment is unsustainable.  I want to point out here that like noisiness, light pollution is 
recognized as a "nuisance" by courts in most parts of the United States. A nuisance is a type of conduct that 
disturbs a neighbor’s use or enjoyment of property.  Referencing the attached MS.Word document it is 
abundantly clear that this light pollution issue is well beyond the mediation stage.   

 

Bernie Shambour 

Personal Mobile: 952-221-9727 

 

 

17)   ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

December 27th:  Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the 
following: 

 

Hello Jesse and Mayor Matt; 

 

Here is a quick update from my December 25th email attached directly below.   On the afternoon of December 
25th I walked onto the 218 West Lake Street parcel and inspected the high-powered halogen light mounted on 
the north side of the garage.   I was dismayed to see that the design of the “flat panel halogen light” enabled 
180 degrees of motion from the vertical wall surface of the garage.  That being the said; Derek had this light 
positioned straight out at 180 degrees or simply placed in position much like a light would be positioned if it 
were in a lighthouse!   Hence, the unbelievably intense and focused light beam against the side of my house 
and running through my back yard … unbelievable!   I find it hard to believe that this arrogant positioning of this 
flat panel halogen light was not intentional and well-timed for a Christmas Eve first lighting debut. 

On Saturday, Dec 26th at 11:45 am; I drove to Warren Dressen’s residence, knocked on his door, and calmly 
asked him person-to-person if he knew about the “spotlight” mounted on the north side of his garage.  He 
replied he did and said “So what?”.   In our ensuing 4-minute 20 second conversation Warren stated he did not 
care about the invasion of privacy on my home and property and threatened “consequences” for myself and 
the City if the sale of his parcels to Derek Jensen do not go through.  Right or wrong, I have a recording of this 
conversation in my possession to protect myself in the event I am personally sued (I was verbally threatened).. 

 

Bernie Shambour 

Personal Mobile: 952-221-9727 

 

https://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/noise-ordinance-noisy-neighbor-30308.html
https://www.nolo.com/dictionary/private-nuisance-term.html


18)   ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

December 30th:  Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the 
following: 

Hello Jesse and Mayor Matt; 

For the record I wish to convey (document electronically) to both of you the phone message I received from 
Warren Dressen about 9:40 am on Monday, December 28th: 

Warren:  Did you walk on my property on Saturday? 
Bernie:  Yes, I did.  Derek texted me that he adjusted the light the garage.  I went over to look at it. 
Warren:  I am going to tell you this once.  Stay off my fu__ing property!  You hear me?!?  Stay off my Fu__ing 
property or the next time I catch you on my property, you will not make it back to your property! 
Bernie:  Are you threatening me?  
Warren:  You’re a fu__ing ass__le; you’ve been one for 40 years.  Stay off my property or else!  Do you 
understand?!?  I am not going to tell you again! 

I am trying to figure out how to obtain the text from this call.  On Monday evening, December 28th 
Warren’s truck was parked at the back of his garage for an extended period of time … running with lights on.  I 
have no idea what he was up to.  

In my 30-plus years serving on the Cologne City Council and Planning Commission I have never been 
verbally or physically threatened.  

I am not losing sleep over Warren’s tirade nor do I want to create more trouble for Warren.   

I do know though that Warren is extremely angry about a situation that both he and Derek have long 
had the power to avert; if they would simply meet the terms and conditions outlined in the simple IUP approved 
by the City Council on September 8th.  

  

Bernie Shambour 

Personal Mobile: 952-221-9727 

 

January 4, 2021 Cologne City Council Meeting Minutes Excerpt:   

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS a. Bernie Shambour Citizen Bernie Shambour came before the council to share his experience 
Christmas Eve when a neighboring property turned on outside lights that were in violation of the City Ordinance. 
Administrator Dickson updated the Council on his conversations with the property owner and tenant. 

 

19)   ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

January 14th:  Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the 
following: 

Hello Jesse,  

I am reaching out to both of you to inform-update you about the condition of my backyard where it runs 
contiguous with the 218 West Lake Street parcel. 



As conveyed previously, until about 5-6 years ago my lawn along the 218 West Lake Street parcel was thick 
and lush.   The grass was beautiful for many years.   Shortly after Warren started laying down load-after-load 
of red rock my yard started to develop ruts from excessive water runoff from Warren’s property.  

Four years ago I hauled in 25 cubic yards of clay and black dirt and created an earthen berm at the highest 
elevation of my property.  These efforts proved to be futile. 

 

 

This past spring I hauled in 15 cubic yards of dirt and added to the height of the 4 year old  berm; extensively 
top-dressing and seeding the yard.  In addition, I placed five 8 foot long 2 x 6 boards along the property line, 
supported by cement blocks to help slow the rush of water from Warren’s property,  Unfortunately, this 
expense and effort too, failed.  By the time autumn came around my yard was rutted and the freshly planted 
grass was eroded away. 

 

Bernie Shambour 

Personal Mobile: 952-221-9727 

 

January 19, 2021 Cologne City Council Meeting Minutes Excerpt:   

b. 218 Lake Street West IUP Hearing Mayor Lein updated the Council on his conversations with the tenant of property at 
218 Lake Street West and the tenant’s long term plans for the property and adjacent property. City Planner Cindy Nash 
shared that amending the existing IUP would involve sending the amendment back to the planning commission and 
holding a public hearing. Given that plans are not final for the property, attorney Harris advised that the proper 
procedure would be for the Council to continue the hearing on a specific date. Council discussed the violations of the 
existing IUP around exterior lighting and land erosion. Councilmember Lenzen made a motion to continue the 218 Lake 
Street West Hearing to April 5 with the understanding that: • The property owner and/or tenant immediately shut off 
exterior light on west side of property, • The property owner and/or tenant provide information on the existing lights 
located on the North, South and East sides of building to City Administration for Ordinance Compliance, and • The 
Property Owner and/or Tennant provide more detailed information for long term intent of property in the form of a new 
IUP. Motion was seconded by Councilmember Szaroletta. Motion carried unanimously. 
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March 30th:  Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the 
following: 

Hello Jesse, 
 

Please place me on the Cologne City Council Meeting Agenda for the regular Cologne City Council 
Meeting on Monday, April 5, 2021. 

Please include the attached MS.Word document in the Cologne City Council packet for the April 5th 
meeting. 
 
Discussion Item:  218 West Lake Street Outdoor Lighting  
 



Thank you, Jesse! 
 
Bernie Shambour 
 
Personal Mobile:  952-221-9727 
 

Date: March 30, 2021 

To:   Cologne City Council 

From:  Bernie Shambour  

Subject:   218 West Lake Street Outdoor Lighting  

 

Dear Cologne Mayor and City Councilors, 

Next week will mark one year since I first reached out to the Cologne City Council with a MS.ppt presentation 
specifying several City land use zoning and nuisance ordinance violations at 218 West Lake Street tangent to 
outdoor parking and outdoor lighting. 

In January, Mayor Matt Lein was kind enough to spend a few minutes with me walking along my property to 
observe first-hand the eye-blinding glare that casts long shadows across my back yard and the interior of my 
home.  These bright halogen lights too, overpower the low voltage lights that border my backyard patio; giving 
my patio the ambience of an industrial contractors’ yard.  

Since March 22nd the lights on the garage at 218 West Lake Street have been removed; due to efforts with 
adding new siding on this building. This brief respite reminds my neighbors and I of the privacy and property 
rights we had prior to the installation of non-conforming lights on the garage.  These 6 halogen lights without 
question violate City ZONING CODE, CHAPTER 153, 153.064 GLARE and City Ordinance 95.18  PUBLIC 
NUISANCES AFFECTING PEACE AND SAFETY.  

Given the current state of zero outdoor lighting at 218 West Lake Street; what is preventing the City Council 
from renewing efforts to enforce the City’s Zoning Code and Nuisance Ordinance tangent to outdoor lighting? 
 
My neighbors and I are not opposed to Derek Jensen using zone-compliant outdoor lighting to improve the 
security of his leased parcel.  Where we take issue is the excessive lumen Levels and beam direction of the 
halogen lights he has previously chosen to use. 
 
Common sense points to the installation of downward-facing and County Road 36-facing lights on the 218 
West Lake Street parcel.  Is there any compelling reason why Derek Jensen cannot be directed by the City to 
affix downward-facing and County Road 36-facing lights on light poles erected behind an 8 foot fence along his 
north property line?     
 

All of the aforementioned is achievable without undue financial hardship to Derek Jensen.    

I look forward to engaging in a productive discussion on this matter with the Cologne City Council at the regular 
City Council Meeting on Monday, April 5th.  

Bernie Shambour 
 

April 5, 2021 Cologne City Council Meeting Minutes Excerpt:   



q. Continuation of Hearing, 218 Lake Street West i. IUP Violation Letter 11-24-2020 ii. IUP Revocation Notice 12-22-
2020 iii. January 19, 2021 City Council Minutes iv. Bernie Shambour Memo March 30, 2021 Derrick Jensen joined the 
meeting via Zoom to discuss the property he currently rents at 218 Lake Street West. He updated the council that all 
exterior lights have been removed while new siding is put on the building and that the replacement lights will be 
downward facing and have dimmers. Mayor Lein raised the drainage issue on the north side of the property and the 
proposed recommendations to sod 10 ft. in from the property line. Mr. Jensen stated that before he can sod, issues 
with locating the sewer line need to be resolved. The property is going to be excavated this week to locate the sewer 
line. Discussion was had on amending the current IUP or submitting a new IUP that encompasses the long-term plan 
for the property. After discussion, the consensus was that amending the current IUP was the preferred option. 
Motion by Councilmember Szaroletta to continue the current IUP with Mr. Jensen submitting a proposed IUP 
Amendment Application and Site Plan by April 30, 2021, second by Councilmember Bruss. Motion carried 4-0. 
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April 16th:  Bernie Shambour emailed to Cologne City Administration an email conveying the 
following: 

Jesse, Cindy, and Mayor Matt, 

The City Council has been struggling mightily for over a year to accommodate-regulate  Derek Jensen’s free-
rein use of the parcel at 218 West Lake Street, but to no avail.  The latest action is the additional, massive 
cement slab that Derek is about to pour that is designed to drain additional water towards my property. 

Over the past 12 months, much of Derek’s actions have been rationalized, justified, and abetted to.  I remain 
puzzled why this has and continues to occur.  As a 40-plus year owner of the property directly to the north I am 
dealing with significant soil erosion and trace petroleum waste coming from both of the Jensen-Dressen 
parcels.  I find it ironic that as a long-time resident, Cologne City civil servant, and taxpayer; I appear to have 
no property rights at all.  Business interests appear to be more important to the City these days than those of 
our Residents. 

The old adage "A picture is worth a thousand words" is certainly applicable here.  One only needs to study the 
attached photos for a few moments to realize that over 90 percent (aggregate) of both of the Dressen parcels 
near Benton Lake are hard-surface.        

 



 

Regards, 

Bernie Shambour 

 

 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Addendum  
 

Chapter 153: Zoning Code 
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